Chairman J. Smith called the Orlando Police Pension Board Meeting to order on February 20, 2007 at 9:20 a.m., Agenda Conference Room, 2nd floor, City Hall at 400 S. Orange Avenue, Orlando, Florida.  A quorum was present.

Member(s) Present:


Also Present: 

J. Smith, Chairman


D. R. Jones, Executive Director  

R. Sutton, Vice-Chair
R. Klausner, Board Attorney


V. Montgomery, Secretary
R. Burlon, Pension Coordinator

L. Singletary, Trustee


S. Hoffman, FOP Chairman

K. Edmonds, Trustee


L. Freeman, Department Advocate

K. Laudeman, Dep. Exec. Dir.

C. McCullion, Asst. Treasurer

K. Hebert, Department Advocate 

R. Brown, M. Floeter’s Attorney

L. Bernbaum, R. Rodi’s Attorney





M. Floeter, Disability Applicant




K. Zuccarini, Employee Benefits




R. Rodi, Disability Applicant




R. Thames, Police Dept.

R. Boyens, Police Dept. 

J. Fleisher, Reporter, WFTV

J. Morton, Court Reporter, Barbara Perry & Co.

3.        MINUTES 



A MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF JANUARY 16, 2007 was made by K. Edmonds and seconded by L. Singletary; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  

4.
CONSENT AGENDA

A MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA AS PRESENTED was made by L. Singletary and seconded by J. Smith; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

1.
DISABILITY HEARING-MATTHEW FLOETER 

Chairman Smith advised that this was the time set for the Disability Hearing of Matthew Floeter.   Randy Brown, Esquire represented the applicant and Ken Hebert, represented the Orlando Police Department.  R. Brown advised that the procedures didn’t need to be reviewed. M. Floeter was sworn in.  R. Brown gave his opening statement.  K. Hebert gave his opening statement. K. Hebert presented ten witness statements to the Board that were taken by Internal Affairs.  The statements were from:  L. Randolph, K. Lowe, D. Nessim, R. Groetsch, A. 
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Moreschi, D. Braunskill, P. Miller, R. Thames; and T. Brown.  R. Brown gave his closing statement.  The board took a ten-minute break to review the statements.  J. Fleisher of WFTV requested copies of the statements. The Board helped staff redact certain information from the statements that were confidential.  R. Brown gave his closing statement.  K. Hebert gave his closing statement.  Chairman Smith advised that the evidence phase is closed.  A MOTION THAT BASED UPON THE EVIDENCE AND TESTIMONY PROVIDED THAT A PERMANENT AND TOTAL DISABILITY, AS DEFINED BY THE POLICE PENSION PLAN, DOES EXIST was made by L. Singletary and seconded by K. Edmonds; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

A MOTION THAT BASED UPON THE EVIDENCE PROVIDED THAT NO PRE-EXISTING CONDITION HAD A CAUSAL RELATIONSHIP TO THE DISABILITY CLAIMED was made by K. Edmonds and seconded by R. Sutton; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   

A MOTION THAT BASED UPON THE EVIDENCE AND TESTIMONY PROVIDED THAT THE DISABILITY INJURY INCURRED WAS A LINE OF DUTY DISABILITY was made by V. Montgomery and seconded by L. Singletary; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   

Chairman Smith asked if the Police Chief had a light duty position available without any reduction in pay or benefits.  K. Hebert advised that Chief McCoy does not have a light duty position available in the Police Department.  

A MOTION THAT BASED UPON THE EVIDENCE AND TESTIMONY PROVIDED OF THE EXISTENCE OF A PERMANENT AND TOTAL DISABILITY THAT THE LINE OF DUTY DISABILITY BENEFITS COMMENCE ON MARCH 1, 2007 was made by R. Sutton and seconded by J. Smith; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

The Board took a fifteen-minute break and reconvened at 11:05 a.m.

2.
DISABILITY HEARING-RONALD RODI 
Chairman Smith advised that this was the time set for the Disability Hearing of Ronald Rodi.  Lee Bernbaum, Esquire represented the applicant and Lee Freeman, represented the Orlando Police Department.  L. Bernbaum advised that the procedures didn’t need to be reviewed. R. Rodi and R. Boyens were sworn in.  L. Bernbaum gave his opening statement.  L. Freeman waived her opening statement, however, she did distribute case law and some additional evidence to the Board.    
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R. Rodi and R. Boyens, testified.  L. Freeman and trustees asked the applicant questions.   R. Brown gave his closing statement.  L. Freeman gave her closing statement.  Chairman Smith advised that the evidence phase is closed.  A MOTION THAT BASED UPON THE EVIDENCE AND TESTIMONY PROVIDED THAT A PERMANENT AND TOTAL DISABILITY, AS DEFINED BY THE POLICE PENSION PLAN, DOES EXIST was made by J. Smith and seconded by V. Montgomery; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

A MOTION THAT BASED UPON THE EVIDENCE PROVIDED THAT NO PRE-EXISTING CONDITION HAD A CAUSAL RELATIONSHIP TO THE DISABILITY CLAIMED was made by L. Singletary and seconded by V. Montgomery; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   

A MOTION THAT BASED UPON THE EVIDENCE AND TESTIMONY PROVIDED THAT THE DISABILITY INJURY INCURRED WAS A LINE OF DUTY DISABILITY was made by J. Smith and seconded by R. Sutton; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   

Chairman Smith asked if the Police Chief had a light duty position available without any reduction in pay or benefits.  L. Freeman advised that Chief McCoy does not have a light duty position available in the Police Department.  

A MOTION THAT BASED UPON THE EVIDENCE AND TESTIMONY PROVIDED OF THE EXISTENCE OF A PERMANENT AND TOTAL DISABILITY THAT THE LINE OF DUTY DISABILITY BENEFITS COMMENCE ON MARCH 1, 2007 was made by R. Sutton and seconded by J. Smith; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

6.
NEW/GENERAL APPEARANCE/OTHER BUSINESS


a. PENSION BENEFIT ELECTION FORM

D. Jones reviewed the Pension Benefit Election Form for vested employees upon retirement or termination.  He would like to have deleted from the form in item (3) “at which time I will receive an estimated monthly benefit in the amount of $_________.” Discussion ensued.   A MOTION TO REVISE THE PENSION BENEFIT ELECTION FORM AND DELETE (3) “at which time I will receive an estimated monthly benefit in the amount of  $_________;” was made by R. Sutton and seconded by J. Smith; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
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The remaining agenda will be continued to the next meeting on Tuesday, February 27, 2007.  The Meeting adjourned at 1:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

___________________

Rochelle L. Burlon

Pension Coordinator

