
The Downtown Historic District was designated 
in 1980 as the City’s first local historic district.  
This cohesive collection of buildings reflects the 
commercial and governmental history of Orlando 
and encompasses eight square blocks of about 80 
buildings constructed from the 1880s through the 
early 1940s.  
TThe earliest buildings are characteristic of the 
late Victorian era with decorative brick detailing 
and cornices.  During the 1920s, classical and 
Mediterranean elements dominated the buildings 
Downtown and the availability of better elevators 
saw the construction of a number of taller buildings 
such as the Angebilt Hotel and Metcalf Building.  
ThThe 1930s saw the construction of buildings in 
the modernistic styles of Art Deco and Streamline 
Moderne.  

The Lake Copeland Historic District designated 
in 1984 and located just south of Downtown 
off of South Orange Avenue, contains a great 
variety of styles from the first few decades of the 
20th century.  Colonial, Mediterranean, Tudor, 
Neoclassical Revival and Minimal Traditional 
homes along with bungalows are all found in this 
didistrict.  The early 1920s saw the construction 
of some of the City’s most magnificent homes 
designed by celebrated local architects, including 
James Gamble Rogers II.  The oldest house in 
the district dates to the 1880s and was originally a 
farm house for the large tract bounded by Kaley, 
Orange, Briercliff and Ferncreek.

The Lake Cherokee Historic District was 
designated in 1981 and encompasses a broad 
range of architectural styles ranging from the late 
Victorian period up to the modern streamlined 
era.  Building activity began around the lake, 
formerly known as Lake Minnie, in the late 1870s.  
The first two decades of the 20th century are well 
rerepresented by the vernacular wood frame and 
metal roofed houses north of the lake.  During the 
1920s Florida land boom, a variety of architectural 
styles including Craftsman style bungalows, 
Mediterranean, Tudor and Colonial Revival homes 
were constructed in the district.  The district also 
has two historically significant schools with the 
MMediterranean Revival style, Cherokee School 
and the brick Delaney School.

The Lake Lawsona Historic District was 
established in 1994 as a local historic  district 
and encompasses the neighborhoods of 
Lawsona/Fern Creek and Thornton Park.  
Platted and developed between 1911 and the 
1950s, the district contains approximately 
500 buildings and is illustrative of the growth 
papatterns in Orlando during the first half of 
the 20th century with its mix of residential, 
educational and commercial structures.
Bungalows are the predominant contributing 
houses in the district as well as the Craftsman, 
Minimal Traditional, Colonial, Mediterranean, 
Mission, Neoclassical and Tudor Revival styles.

The Colonialtown South Historic District 
was designated in 2000.  The neighborhood 
developed over six decades from the late 
1890s up to the early 1950s and encompasses 
all the styles popular during that period.  Good 
examples of the Bungalow, Minimal Traditional, 
Prairie, Colonial, Mission, Mediterranean and 
TuTudor Revival styles can all be found here.   
The subdivision plats, brick streets, trees 
and buildings all form the sense of place in 
this district and are reminders of the cultural, 
economic and social history of this Orlando 
neighborhood. 
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