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2016  Residential Award

331 Cathcart Ave 

Circa 1928



Our first award is for an Adaptive Reuse project in the Lake Eola Heights 
Historic District and is a place that matters. Developer Mark Kinchla
converted an 88-year old former church structure to five amazing 
townhouse units.

In 1928, contractor A.E. Arthur built a 3-story building for the Central 
Christian Church for a cost of $27,000.  Made of concrete block, brick, clay 
tile  and  steel trusses, the Mission Revival styling is expressed by textured 
stucco and an undulating parapet wall. Mock belfry towers rise above the 
parapet with stylized arched openings.  

The style is an eclectic one, loosely based on the Spanish Religious buildings 
built in California and the west in the 18th Century.  The style was popular 
in Florida and the southwest from around 1890 to 1930. 

The towers represent the bell towers commonly found in Missions.  The 
window openings have pointed arches and original steel windows with relief 
panels below.  The Sligh Blvd train station is in this same style.







After over 80 years serving as a house of worship, the 
structure was sold to the Cathcart Land Trust in 
1999, followed by a transfer to the Diocese later that 
year.  The structure had damage from water 
intrusion and termites, worn floors and roofing, and 
needed repairs to the windows.  Invasive climbing 
vines covered the building. In several areas, roof 
leaks had caused large holes from the roof all the way 
to the basement.  

The structure was proposed to be demolished in 2008 
and 2010 but community and city concerns caused 
the demolition requests to be withdrawn.  





In 2013, Mark Kinchla came before the Historic 
Preservation Board with a plan to rehabilitate the 
existing church building into five town homes. Each unit 
has four floors, a garage for two cars, its own elevator 
and a roof-top terrace view of the Orlando skyline.

Mr. Kinchla named the townhouses, Samsara, which is 
Sanskrit for rebirth. 

The plan included salvaging the steel, wood beams and 
pews from the church.  The original steel window frames 
were sandblasted, refitted with new glass and repainted.  
The interiors are an eclectic mix of salvaged material 
from the building and modern counterpoints.  













2016  Commercial Award
Ruth Lane

Trinity Lutheran Church Child Development Center

414



The Trinity Downtown Lutheran church was 
established in 1919. 

The Gothic Revival Sanctuary was constructed in 1926 
and designed by James William Corbusier of 
Cleveland.  Well known local architect James Gamble 
Rogers II designed the later additions.

In 2007, Trinity Downtown Lutheran Church created 
a Master Plan for its 5-acre campus to include 
construction of a Child Development Center.  At that 
time the 315 children were housed in 5 modular 
classrooms, 3 older houses on Ruth Lane and various 
classrooms on campus.  



Lake Eola Heights Historic District



The first plan proposed demolishing the three 
contributing historic houses on Ruth Lane and received 
strong opposition from the community, the Historic 
Preservation Board and the Lake Eola Heights Historic 
Neighborhood Association. Trinity revised its plans and 
put forth a plan to move the 3 houses to the corner of  
Amelia and Ruth and build a facility that would emulate 
the old residential quality of  the historic street, 
enhancing the historic character of  this part of  the 
historic district which is both a local district and a 
National Register District.



Rendering of  the New Center



Moving 
the 
houses 



New Building

Moved Historic 
Buildings



The three historic houses were moved to their new locations just 
north of  where the new buildings were to be built.

The three houses on Ruth Lane (414, 420 and 424) are 
contributing structures that related to the other residential 
structures on the street due to their age, size and location. 

The house located at 414 is a one and one half  story frame and 
stucco structure that was built in 1925 for W. F. Frase. The house 
at 420 is a good example of  the bungalow style with tapered 
columns and is associated with the Lockhart Family as it was 
the home of  Bertha Lockhart and built by David Lockhart. The 
immediate area is platted as David Lockharts subdivision. The 
house at 424 is a contributing structure in the historic district 
and was built circa 1925. 




