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We present our annual awards during May which is 
celebrated across our nation as National 
Preservation Month. Across the country, 
communities are celebrating the significant places 
that have contributed to our American experience.  

Orlando is very fortunate to have a great number of 
treasured historic resources that help tell the story 
of the history of our City and its people. 





Preservation Month continues to celebrate three 
words that say it all: This. Place. Matters.

Everyone has places that are important to them. 
Places they care about. Places that matter. This 
Place Matters is a national campaign from the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation that 
encourages people to celebrate the places that 
are meaningful to them and to their communities.





2017 Outstanding Residential Award
125 E. Copeland Avenue



125 E. Copeland Avenue
Lake Copeland Historic District

Built 1925

c.1981



Our first award is for Outstanding Residential Rehabilitation 
and goes to Keith Ori and his team from the TV show Zombie 
House Flipping. 125 E. Copeland Avenue is located in the 
Lake Copeland Historic District which was created in 1984.  
The house was built in 1925 for Harry J. Reed by contractor 
William Cole for $8500.  In 1930, Harry Reed died, and his 
widow, Elizabeth is listed in the City Directories as living here 
until 1945 with the Misses Helen and Irene Reed, likely her 
daughters. 

It is a wonderful example of a local interpretation of the 
Prairie style with its overhanging pyramidal roof, wide eaves, 
hipped dormer, and craftsman style windows. Keith and his 
team began a full renovation of the interior which included 
digging through five layers of flooring in the kitchen to reveal 
the original Heart pine wood floors. Historic windows were 
restored by Austin Home Restorations and even two 
windows which had been covered by drywall on the inside 
were discovered and restored. 









Of note are the beautiful restored eaves and vents 
which had been previously covered with 
inappropriate aluminum panels. In the Master 
Bathroom, the window had been filled in on both 
sides. Keith discovered old windows in the basement, 
including a historic window, which fit the opening.  
They completed the look by tiling the floors in a 
period appropriate hexagon marble tile and added a 
vintage cast iron bathtub. The original hardwood 
floors, original doors, original (or reproduced) door 
hardware, and window hardware were utilized 
throughout the house. With the addition of 
landscaping and new coat of paint, from the 
Sherwin-Williams Historic color palette, 215 E. 
Copeland Avenue, is again, a shinning example of 
architectural excellence in the Lake Copeland Historic 
District.











Thank you to Keith Ori and his 

team for restoring this important 
historic structure!



2017  Honorable Mention Residential Award

18 N. Shine Avenue



Lake Lawsona Historic District
Built 1929

c.1990



Our next award goes to 18 N Shine and home owner Andrew 
McClelland and Scott Sidler of Austin Home Restoration for 
an exterior rehabilitation of the siding and windows. 

This Dutch Colonial Revival home was constructed in 1929 
for Hugh Ferguson and his wife Lula.  The house features a 
gambrel roof with a large shed dormer, wide eaves, and 6/1 
double hung windows. In 1939, Lula was listed in the City 
Directories as  a widow and living with her daughter, Eleanor 
McKean and her children- Hugh, Keith, and Vance.  You will 
recognize this name-Hugh McKean, who was a teacher at 
Rollins College and later President. He and his wife, 
Jeannette, started the Morse Gallery of Art- which has the 
largest collection of works by Louis Comfort Tiffany.





Austin Home Restoration took to 
the task of removing the vinyl 
siding and aluminum soffits to 
reveal the original cypress 
clapboard siding open eaves. 







Thank you, to  homeowner 

Andrew McClelland and 

Scott Sidler of Austin Home 

Restoration for preserving 

this home’s original historic 

features and character! 



2017  Outstanding Commercial Project Award
123 W. Church Street  Lion’s Pride



Our commercial rehabilitation award this year is for 

123 West Church St, the new home of the Lion’s Pride.

The award goes to architect Michael Lingerfelt and 

business owner Gustavo Fonseca. Historically known 

as the Teele Building, it was built around 1920 as a 

one-story/two unit commercial building. 

This spot was the location of the first railroad depot in 

Orlando in 1880 and was run by Joseph Bumby.



c. 1978





This stucco structure has a shaped parapet typical of the 

Mission Revival Style. This was considered an important 

structure in the 1920s, as it replaced the last of the wood 

structures and completed the commercial style buildings on 

the 100 block of West Church Street. The original east unit 

was used as a store, while the west unit served as a 

restaurant for Sam Teele, the namesake of the building. The 

original storefronts were altered over time to suit the needs of 

various tenants. 

In the 1970s, Bob Snow converted the structure into a dance 

bar called Phineas Phoggs, as part of the Church Street 

Station entertainment complex. At that time, the storefronts 

were replaced and the elaborate wrought iron was added and 

the original flat wood canopy was replaced with the metal 

canopy. In 2003, that canopy was removed, but later replaced 

in 2008. 







The design criteria included goals to extract elements from the Orlando 

City Stadium to create a gameday experience for local soccer fans who 

didn’t have a ticket to the game. This was achieved with the prominent 

use of the colors and logos of the City soccer teams. Inside the project 

made use of existing materials that often are discarded during a 

renovation.  

The old roof trusses were replaced to meet load requirements, however, 

they never left the site, and the beautiful old growth wood was 

repurposed and designed into beautiful walls and bars. 

Throughout this project, Michael Lingerfelt and his team faced many 

challenges including underground utilities issues, old electrical wires 

which were removed entirely, and foundation repairs.  Significant termite, 

wood rot, and previous water damage had weakened the structure.  

They persevered, and poured a new foundation, updated the mechanical 

and safety systems, and rebuilt the custom brick plinth at the walls under 

the storefront windows.  The City of Orlando provided bricks that had 

been recycled from various locations around the city to be used as 

banding in the sidewalk at the entrances, curbs, and new column bases.









Thank you Michael Lingerfelt, Gustavo Fonseca and all who worked on 

rehabilitating this building after many years of being vacant and providing our 

City with a new place to celebrate our Orlando City soccer clubs! This is a 

perfect example of sustainability.  An old historic building and materials has 

been rehabilitated and repurposed for an exciting new concept.



2017  Outstanding Community Organization Achievement
Lake Eola Heights Historic Neighborhood Association



c. 1983



We have a special award this year for Outstanding 

Community Organizational Achievement.  The award is for 

the Lake Eola Heights Historic Neighborhood Association for 

their efforts in rehabilitating the exterior of the Handy Pantry 

which is an iconic fixture in the historic district.

Located at 522 E. Amelia Street, this stucco commercial 

building was constructed in 1937 for owner A.A. Sanders at 

a cost of $3,5000.   Located at the prominent corner of 

Cathcart and Amelia, Sanders, who was a grocer, owned an 

earlier store at the same location.

The building maintains much of the Mediterranean Revival 

features and  1930s character including the metal tile roof 

canopy as well as the parapet with tile cap and art deco 

banding.







For the past 17 years, the Handy Pantry has been owned and run by 

Dev Rai and wife Arati.  Business slowed and health issued forced 

them cut back and there was concern that the business would fail.  

The Lake Eola Heights Historic Neighborhood Association banded 

together and held a fundraiser to help freshen up the building in order 

to improve business. The money raised helped with minor repairs to 

the building, cleaning the exterior, and a fresh coat of paint in a more 

historically appropriate palette. 

The Association approached the Historic Preservation Office to help 

choose the color palette which was chosen to enhance the 

Mediterranean features including a terra-cotta shade for the roof tiles, 

which had been painted the same blue as the rest of the building; a 

mahogany color for the wood brackets, and a greenish-grey for the 

metal features, and finally black for the window grills.  The 1920’s deco 

banding at the top of the parapet was painted to highlight this feature.



We would like to thank the Lake Eola Heights Historic Neighborhood Association for 

their collaboration with the business owners and the city, to ensure that this local 

neighborhood grocery continues to thrive and serve the local residents of this historic 

district as it has for 80 years, this year!



Centennial Building Award



907 E. Washington Street
Lake Lawsona Historic District

Built 1915



Our Centennial Award, which is given to the owner of a 
structure that has passed the 100 year mark and has 
been well maintained or appropriately rehabilitated, is 
presented to 907 E. Washington Street.  

Built in 1915, this Frame Vernacular structure almost 
didn’t make it to its 100 year mark. In the summer of 
2014, at 99 years old, the house was damaged by two 
separate arson attacks. The fire and water damage was 
extensive and others had contemplated complete 
demolition. 

Fortunately, new owner Paul Richards with contractor 
David Beeler decided to restore the heavily damaged 
house which was one of the oldest houses in the Lake 
Lawsona Historic District.  







Thank you to home owner Paul Richards and contractor 

David Beeler for your hard work and dedication to restoring 

this 102 year old gem!  
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