


·Commitments the City of Orlando has 
made to our trees

·What we have learned about our trees

·What are our challenges



Commitments We Have Made



History, Awards, and Grants

·Orlando has a History of Excellence in Tree 
Promotion and Protection.
·Over $385,000 in grants in the past 5 years.

·First recorded recommendation for a tree planting 
plan was in 1917 by Mayor J.L. Giles, entrusting Mary 
Guernsey and the Park Commission as executors of a 
City Wide Tree Planting Program.

·Tree City USA Award ɀ32 years (longest in Florida)

·Tree City Growth Award ɀ18 years (since inception)

·Private/Corporate  donations of over $31,800.



Tree Planting Programs
·10,000 Trees Initiative 

to replace public trees 
lost in the hurricanes 
(only 1800 left to go!)

·Street Tree Planting 
Program

·Green Up Orlando

·Street Tree Trust

·Trees planted through 
City projects



Tree Inventory and Management Plan

Existing public trees are included in the inventory and 
maintenance records are kept up to date.



Items Included in Tree Inventory
·Species

·Size

·Health

·Condition

·Diseases

·Site parameters

·Size parameters

·GIS location

·Work history

·Updateable



Tree Keeper Software and 
Management System

Keeps track of 
each and every 

tree in our 
Parks and 
Parkways.



What We Have Learned About Our Trees



Economic & Social Benefits

· Some large companies prefer to 
locate to areas that boast a 
healthy urban forest and make 
the environment a priority.

· Healthy Mature Trees Increases 
property value.

· Trees add permanence, pride, 
stability to neighborhoods.

· Reduces utility bills.

I think that I shall
never see

a poem as lovely as a tree.

Joyce Kilmer



· Trees soften the corners of the man-built environment and frame the 
view of our surroundings.



Measurable Environmental Benefits
·Absorb Carbon Dioxide 

·Cleanse Atmospheric Pollutants

·Reduce Storm Water Runoff

·Reduce Energy Costs

·Produce Oxygen

·Reduce Noise Levels

·Stabilize the Soil

·Blocks Wind

·Provide Habitat 

·Provide Food

·Provide Shade helping to reduce 
Heat Island Effect  



Street Tree Resource Analysis Tool for Urban 
Forest Managers - STRATUM

·Orlando selected as a Reference City.
·One selected in each of 16 climatic zones  nationally.

·Actual Value of annual benefits
·Benefit/cost ratio
·Energy conservation
·Air quality improvement
·CO2 reduction
·Storm water control analysis
·Property value increase



Orlando Public Trees and their Value

68,211
16,633

20,105 Street Trees

Vacant Spaces

Park/Public Trees

$96,367,692$30,206,165

Total Inventory Assessed Value $126,573,857



·Good·Very Good



·Fair ·Poor



Tree Condition
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Trees by Species

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

Crepe 
myrtle

Cypress Elm Palms Holly Magnolia Maple Oaks Other 
Species

Pine


