
Orlando City Council - Workshop 
Council Chambers, City Hall 
400 South Orange Avenue 
August 26, 2013 
 
In attendance: 
Mayor Buddy Dyer 
Commissioner Jim Gray, District 1  
Commissioner Tony Ortiz, District 2  

Commissioner Robert F. Stuart, District 3  
*Commissioner Patty Sheehan, District 4 
Commissioner Daisy W. Lynum, District 5 
Commissioner Samuel B. Ings, District 6 
Mayanne Downs, City Attorney 
Alana C. Brenner, City Clerk 
Eddie Rosado and Kevlon Kirkpatrick, Sergeant at Arms 
 
*Commissioner Sheehan entered meeting at 10:15 a.m. 
 

Mayor Dyer called the meeting to order at 10:06 a.m.   The subject of the Workshop was “Overview of 
Community Venues”.  Mayor Dyer began by stating that city staff is working with county staff to amend the 
2007 Interlocal Agreement funding the venues to, among other things, add Major League Soccer as use for 
tourist development tax (TDT) dollars.  He also stated that the Council would be hearing presentations from 
different community groups working on Venues II. 
 
The Mayor first called on Katherine Ramsberger, President of the Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts 
(DPAC).  Ms. Ramsberger reported that the last piece of canopy for Phase One was lifted up last week.  “Arts 
for Every Life” is the theme for the DPAC.   She showed a video tour of the facility including a revised plaza. 
Construction began in June 2011, 27 months ago and it will open in the fall of 2014.  Construction on a second 
phase is set to begin in 2015 and open in 2018.  An additional $37 million in philanthropy is needed to be raised 
to fund Phase 2.   The project is 92% funded which is outstanding. 
 
Next, Mr. Steve Hogan, CEO, Florida Citrus Sports, discussed the renovations of the Florida Citrus Bowl.  He 
discussed the bowl game bid process and the need to compete with other stadiums for these games.  
Renovations will include adding permanent seating and club seats, updating the press box as well as other 
amenities. To compete with other stadiums will cost roughly $18 million.  To compete for a national 
championship would require an additional $17 million.  Allen Johnson, Director of the City’s Venues 
Department also discussed more specifics of the Citrus Bowl design including potential color schemes. 
 
Following Mr. Johnson’s presentation, Orlando City Soccer President Phil Rawlins talked about soccer in 
Orlando.  He explained that soccer is world’s most popular sport, and especially among young people and 
Hispanics.  The Orlando City soccer team has the largest minor league attendance in the country, averaging 
8,000 people per game.  Mr. Rawlins illustrated growth pattern from 3 other previously minor league teams to 
show what attendance might be should Orlando get an MLS team.  He also discussed the opportunities for 
youth soccer.  He gave more statistics including the fact that soccer is the third best attended sport.  He reported 
that MLS will award four expansion teams, two in the southeast, before the end of the decade.  Currently, 16 of 
19 teams play in soccer specific stadiums.  While Orlando has a proven marketplace and solid ownership group, 
two of the three requirements for a team, it will also be required to have an MLS compliant stadium.  He 
explained that it is not an option to play in Citrus Bowl because of this requirement.  Finally he discussed the 
economic impact to the community and other uses for such a stadium including lacrosse, college NCAA soccer 
and high school football.  Proposed funding for a soccer stadium would require $15 million from the City and 
$20 million from the TDT. 



 
At 11:30 a.m., John Bisignano, President/CEO of Central Florida Sports Commission spoke about the 
importance of developing stadiums as economic boosters for the community and the importance of coordinating 
“Team Central Florida”. 
 
Mayor Dyer concluded the presentation by indicating that the tourism industry has been very supportive of the 
Community Venues and the proposed Venues II.  The Venues II proposal would include $25 million for DPAC,  
$12 million for the Citrus Bowl; $20 million for soccer stadium; $5 million per year for 5 years for Visit 
Orlando; and $500,000 for the Central Florida Sports Commission.  
 
At 11:36 a.m., the workshop was opened for questions and comments by the Mayor and Commissioners and 
discussion ensued.  
 
The workshop was adjourned at 12:05 a.m.  
 
 
 
Alana C. Brenner, City Clerk 


