
  

 

Orlando City Council - Workshop 

Council Chambers, City Hall 

400 South Orange Avenue 

February 27, 2017 

 

In attendance: 

Mayor Buddy Dyer 

Commissioner Jim Gray, District 1  

Commissioner Tony Ortiz, District 2 

Commissioner Robert F. Stuart, District 3  

Commissioner Regina I. Hill, District 5 – Arrived at 10:05 a.m. 

Commissioner Samuel B. Ings, District 6 

Kyle Shephard, Chief Assistant City Attorney I 

Denise Aldridge, City Clerk 

Amy Iennaco, Interim City Clerk 

Police Officer, Edward Rosado, Sergeant at Arms 

Police Officer, Chris Realin, Sergeant at Arms 

 

*Commissioner Patty Sheehan, District 4 - Absent 
 

Mayor Buddy Dyer called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.   He stated there would be two topics for today’s 

workshop with the first being Public Work’s Water Reuse Update and the second being Historic Preservation 

Landmarks Update.  Both presenters provided a powerpoint presentation, a copy of which has been filed as 

supplemental papers to the meeting.  

 

Mayor Dyer first called on Mr. Rick Howard, Public Works Director to provide the Water Reuse Update. 

 

WATER REUSE UPDATE  

 

Mr. Howard began with summarizing the standard definition of Water Reuse to be the process of using 

wastewater that has been thoroughly treated and disinfected to remove harmful organisms and substances then 

using it as a source water for other beneficial uses.  He then explained the many benefits of Water Reuse with 

conservation of potable water being the most beneficial because of higher amounts of usage as a result of 

increased development throughout the region.   

 

Mr. Howard reviewed Water Reuse history dating back to 1929 with California leading the nation.  He stated 

Florida is now the leader in the nation.  He stated Orlando began to form a partnership with Orange County 

after the result of a 1979 lawsuit by a citizens group to cease wastewater discharge to Shingle Creek.  The City 

and County formed a partnership to develop a joint solution.  After analyzing many alternatives for feasibility 

and economic viability, Water Conserv II was selected, located in southwest Orlando.  It’s been in service since 

1972, expanded in 1985 with major upgrades from 2009-2013.  It is the largest facility of its kind in the world.  

Seventy-five percent of its water reuse is sent to the Distribution Center for agricultural irrigation and 

groundwater recharge.  Next, came Conserv I Water Reuse Facility, located west of Orlando International 

Airport, adjacent to Boggey Creek Road.  It’s been in service since 1987 and serves the fastest growing region 

of the City.  The third plant, Iron Bridge Regional Water Reuse Facility, in service since 1982, expanded in 

1988 with major upgrades in 2008/09.  It is located near UCF/Alafaya Trail and receives wastewater from 

Orange and Seminole Counties, Winter Park, Casselberry and Maitland.  

 

 



Mr. Howard discussed the importance of the Wetlands and the expansion of Iron Bridge.  Wetlands treatment 

was selected because of its storage capacity and its efficiency in nutrient removal resulting in the largest created 

system of its kind at inception.   It is now a public park with bike and hiking trails and is a world famous birding 

venue.  A 17 mile pipeline carries water to what is now the Orlando Wetlands Park.    

 

In closing, Mr. Howard explained the summary of reclaimed water quality for 2016.  Indicating it comprises 

91% of the City’s water.  He provided a comparison of how far the water reuse concept has come since its 

conception over 30 years ago.  In 1985 it was considered a liability, now as a resource.  He explained the 

challenges ahead, highlighting several resources to meet those challenges.  

 

At approximately 10:24 a.m., this portion of the workshop was opened to comments and questions and 

discussion ensued.  

 

At 10:35 a.m. the Public Work’s Water Reuse Update Workshop was adjourned. 

 

10:35 a.m. - HISTORIC PRESERVATION LANDMARKS UPDATE WORKSHOP   

 

The Mayor indicated the Historic Preservation Landmarks update is a result of a recent Landmark Ordinance 

being revised and subsequently to provide additional follow-up with Commissioners prior to next hearing of the 

Ordinance.  He then introduced Richard Forbes, Historic Preservation Board Officer to provide the presentation. 

 

Mr. Forbes presented a historic preservation timeline with Church St. Depot designated the first to be on the 

National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in 1976; 1977 – Poyntz O’Neal House as first local landmark.  In 

1978 City Council designated 10 buildings as local landmarks.  He explained local Historic Preservation 

Districts and their year of inception, as well as character of homes specific to that historical time period within 

the district (Mediterranean, bungalows, craftsmen’s). There are currently six designated historical districts 

within Orlando.  They are identified as the Downtown Historical District, Lake Cherokee Historical District, 

Lake Copeland Historical District, Lake Eola Historical District, Lake Lawsona Historical District and the more 

recent District of Colonialtown South Historical District. 

 

Mr. Forbes explained what it means to be placed on the NRHP versus a local designation.  He indicated the 

main difference is the NRHP is honorary, however, not protective unless Federal money is involved.  Locally 

designated districts and landmarks are protected by an enforceable local Ordinance and design standards.  He 

provided an area map of the locations of the current six Nationally Registered Historic Districts and Landmarks 

in Orlando – Griffin Park, Lake Eola Heights, Holden-Parramore, Lake Adair – Concord, Lake Ivanhoe and 

Rosemere. 

 

Mr. Forbes discussed the purpose of the Historic Preservation Overlay as explained in Section 58.401 of the 

City’s code.  He discussed the composition of the Historic Preservation Board (HPB), when they meet and the 

types of applications they review. He indicated there are several tools available to follow regarding historical 

preservation standards such as; Florida Mater Site File, Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps and Traditional City Year 

Built, which is what the City looked like prior to WWII.    

 

Next Mr. Forbes reviewed the steps involved to obtain historical district and landmark status.  Indicating that it 

must almost always be initiated by citizens of that area along with the property being at least 50 years of age 

and minimally altered. The residents must obtain 15% of the homeowners to provide a petition to the HPB.  The 

area(s) will then be explored further by staff and recommendations made to MPB and finally to City Council.  If 

approved, an ordinance will be created and enforced to govern the district/landmarks. 

 

He then discussed historic plaques and markers to include locally provided individual plaques, historic district 

entrance markers and year built plaques, the downtown historic plaque program (Downtown Development 

Board) and Florida historical markers (State Program).  



 

Mr. Forbes provided the names of the many resource organizations both nationally and locally who provide a 

valuable service in preserving historical sites and landmarks.  He listed several financial incentives that the 

National Registry provides as well as the intangible incentives such as a “Sense of Place, Pride of Place and 

Location” that a historical district and specific landmarks and signs create. 

 

At 11:05 a.m. Mr. Forbes concluded the presentation and the Workshop was opened for comments and 

questions and discussions ensued. 

 

 

At 11:30 a.m. the Historic Preservation Workshop was adjourned.  

 

 

 

Denise Aldridge 

City Clerk 


