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Neighborhood Associations located within the
Parramore Heritage boundaries:

For more information about these associations, and many
City services, please contact the City’s Office of
Neighborhood & Community Affairs at 407-246-2169.

By Commissioner Daisy W. Lynum, District 5
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Arlington/Concord Neighborhood Association, Bridget Monroe, President
Callahan Neighborhood Association, Ann Brown, President
Carter Street Neighborhood Association, Mercerdese Clark, President
Griffin Park Resident Association, Evelina Biggham, President
Jackson Court/Division Oaks Resident Association, Violene Johnson, President
McFall Neighborhood Association,Clive Beaumont, President
Terry Avenue Townhome Owners Association, Lynn Nicholson, President
West Central Park Neighborhood Association, Jerry Purcell, President
William Booth Towers Resident Association, Effie Wishom, President

More than  250 people commemorated another step in the revitalization of the Parramore Heritage Neighborhood.  Mayor Buddy Dyer, Commissioners
Daisy Lynum, Phil Diamond, Samuel B. Ings and Robert Stuart participated in a celebration to dedicate the Heritage Clock.They also unveiled a
plaque recognizing the Downtown Orlando Foundation for their donation of the clock.

The event was made possible by sponsor JCB, city departments and community organizations, including Hands of Central Florida, Wellscare, Star
94.5, The Greater Westside Downtown Merchants Association and PSA Constructors.

Parramore Kidz Pedaling 4 Pride Bike Ride Promotes Healthy Living
and Community Pride

City Commissioner Daisy W. Lynum,
Parramore youth, CityTeenz, Get Active
Orlando and neighborhood and
community partners got together on
Saturday, July 28th to participate in the
Parramore Kidz Zone’s Pedaling 4 Pride
Bike Ride event.

The bike riders traveled through the
Parramore neighborhood.  They started at
the John H. Jackson Community Center
and stopped at New Image Youth Center,
Boys and Girls Club/Coalition for the
Homeless, Dr. J.B. Callahan Neighborhood

Center, Hurst Chapel A.M.E. Church and the Orlando Downtown Recreation
Center.  Youth riders were accompanied by adult bike volunteers from local
bike clubs such as the Florida Freewheelers, the Florida Bicycle Association,
Metroplan Orlando, the Orlando Police
Department and Orlando Fire Department.
Volunteers helped youth bikers learn
about bike and road safety.

Confiscated bikes from the Orlando Police
Department and bikes left on Lynx buses
were collected by Get Active
Orlando and repaired by the
Florida Freewheelers and the
Florida Bicycle Association.
These bikes were then
distributed to Parramore teens
through the CityTeenz program.
Bike helmets were also donated
by the Florida Bicycle
Association and the Children’s
Safety Village.

The Parramore Heritage
community continues to change
its landscape with each new
homeowner, business and

resident.  I’ve welcomed three new homeowners and
observed an additional three new houses getting ready
for ownership.  Bringing new and former residents to
the Parramore neighborhood changes the climate and
reduces the opportunity for crime.

With the grand opening of the new Parramore Heritage
Park on Saturday, August 25, 2007, we had an early
view of a major green space coming to life.  On the
horizon is the groundbreaking for Callahan Square, a
small mix-use development formerly known as Federal/
Otey Place.  Within the next nine to ten months,
construction should begin on the single family homes,
townhouses and commercial space.  The late Mrs.
Georgia Woodley, the Mother of Callahan and
Parramore’s rejuvenation, along with the late
Commissioner Nap Ford, would be elated to witness the
new residences going up on Lee Street across from her
former residence.

Actually, to talk about Parramore brings images of all of
the pending projects, such as one of the most
significant Black-owned projects in the southeast, The
Renaissance at Heritage Square.  The Black Business
Investment Fund is over 90% complete with their
design and is awaiting the city’s incentives, necessary
to help with funding a fifty (50) million dollar
development of office, theater, and residential spaces.
So, look for the groundbreaking celebration this fall.

My next column will address in detail our Venues
Blueprint impact and the construction of the new
events center, the Orlando Performing Arts Center
(OPAC) and the Citrus Bowl renovations.  I’m very
pleased that Parramore residents are our primary
targeted community for workforce training and job
placement, new housing and contract partnerships.

For now, I will see you at the Florida Classic on
November 17, 2007.

Two years ago, Commissioner
Lynum and I launched
Pathways for Parramore – a
bold initiative to revitalize
Parramore using
recommendations from a

Parramore Task Force, we established five
“pathways” to act as guidelines as we worked to
foster change in the neighborhood.   Since then, we
have celebrated a number of significant successes
in the five pathways.  We have celebrated new
businesses opening along Church Street and
enrolled hundreds of children in Parramore Kidz
Zone programs.  We have opened the Parramore
Heritage Park and long time residents are achieving
the dream of homeownership.

This issue of the Pathways for Parramore
newsletter celebrates those successes which are
only the beginning of our revitalization efforts.  In
the next year, we will continue to make even greater
strides as we remain committed to economic
opportunities and public safety.

Three major housing developments – Callahan
Square, Parramore Village and Carver Park — will
begin to come out of the ground, providing
essential, affordable homeownership for Parramore
residents.  In addition, we will build upon our
promise to ensure the local workforce is trained and
ready for the billions of dollars of economic benefit
the construction of the Community Venues projects
will bring – a new events center, performing arts
center and renovated Citrus Bowl.

The Pathways for Parramore initiative is a shining
example of the power of partnerships. Without the
support of community businesses, churches and
residents, we would not have been able to
positively touch the lives of people living in the
Parramore neighborhood.  I am looking forward to
Parramore’s bright future and the accomplishments
that we will realize together.
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Business DevelopmentBusiness DevelopmentBusiness DevelopmentBusiness DevelopmentBusiness Development
Minority/Women Entrepreneur Business
Assistance Program (MEBA)
The City of Orlando Business Development
Division, in partnership with the City’s
Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA),
is proud to announce that two minority
businesses are this year’s grant recipients of
the Minority/Women Entrepreneur Business
Assistance Program (MEBA).  Shiobhan
Charles Salon at the Shoppes at CityView,
and Sakilé, located at 421 W. Church Street,
received the grant award and opened their
doors this year.  Please patronize these new
businesses in your community!

To date, more than ten applications have
been submitted for the MEBA grant. In the
fall of 2006, MEBA began as a pilot program
to focus on small business retention,
creation and revitalization in the Parramore
community.  The goal of the MEBA Program
is to retain existing minority-owned
businesses and attract new minority-owned
businesses to Parramore.  MEBA provides
technical and financial incentives for
business retention, relocation expenses,
purchase of capital equipment, marketing of

This summer, more than 300 Parramore
children participated in a variety of summer
programs and activities as part of Parramore
Kidz Zone.

“Read to Win”
Research indicates that the test scores of
low-income children drop significantly
relative to their higher income counterparts
during the summer months. To encourage
summer reading in Parramore, three certified
Orange County Public School teachers,
Martha Wright, Jean Bryant and Geraldine
Bateman, implemented the “Read to Win”
summer reading program.  More than 100
elementary and middle school children at the

John H. Jackson Community Center.  The
Orlando Housing Authority’s Griffin Park
complex participated.  The program was
designed by Martha Wright, Reading
Coach at Jones High School, to improve
the children’s phonics, vocabulary and
reading comprehension.  At the end of the
summer, each child received a certificate of
completion and a reading portfolio to share
with his/her teacher in the upcoming
school year.

At the Dr. J.B. Callahan Neighborhood
Center, Dr. Timothy Blair, a University of
Central Florida professor, engaged 22
elementary children in a four-week reading
camp program free of charge, thanks to
support from a Mayor’s Educational
Partnership Grant and other grants.

Powerful Urban Real Passionate Ladies
Excelling (PURPLE)
Thanks to the financial support of Brian
Butler, JCB Construction, and Greg
Clendenin, Middleton Pest Control, 25 girls
in the Parramore Kidz Zone along with five
chaperones, attended the “Sisters to Sisters”
self empowerment conference in Atlanta,
Georgia.

Parramore League of Artistic Youth
(PLAY)
PLAY is a free visual arts program
designed by Everett Spruill, professional
artist, and funded by PKZ through a grant
from Staples and the Orlando Community
and Youth Trust.  More than 50 Parramore
youth completed two murals this summer-
one at the Orlando Downtown Recreation
Center and the other at the Dr. J.B.
Callahan Neighborhood Center.
Participants also exhibited their works at
Johnson’s Diner.  Hand painted t-shirts are
currently on sale to the public at
Johnson’s Diner.

business and services and business start-up
expenses.  The maximum grant award per
recipient is $40,000.

Applications are accepted year round
through the Business Development Division.
Call      407-246-2821 for an application or
more information.

SERVICE CORE OF RETIRED
EXECUTIVES (SCORE) Orlando in
Parramore
This past year, more than 20 Parramore
entrepreneurs participated in educational
programs offered by SCORE Orlando.

 SCORE Orlando is a local
nonprofit organization that
provides technical
assistance and managerial
guidance to existing and
prospective for-profit and
not-for-profit ventures and
individuals looking to
increase their potential for
success in the small
business community.

At no cost, SCORE offers
business seminars to the
Parramore business

community, individual mentors for
merchants and assistance with developing
long range plans.  In May, SCORE Orlando
hosted two business seminars at Shiloh
Baptist Church.  SCORE has also played
an important role in supporting the new
Greater Westside Downtown Merchants
Association.

The Greater Westside Downtown
Merchants Association has been
organized for a year and meets the first
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in
the Community Room of City View
Apartments.

Over the past year, the city has been
finalizing plans on three new housing
projects providing more than 300 new units
in the Parramore neighborhood.  PSA
Constructors, Inc., is continuing to work
with the Callahan Square project team to
further develop and refine the elevations
and façade designs of the single family and
townhouse residential units.  Callahan
Square is a mixed-use development with
approximately 40 residential units and five
commercial units to be built on the property
located on Otey Place, west of Parramore
Avenue between Federal Street and
Livingston Street.

Twenty-five percent of these units will be
sold to households earning up to 120% of
the Average Median Income or $68,880 for
a family of four. Several designs have been
submitted to the City of Orlando for review
and have received preliminary approval.
During the next six months, the project

team will continue to work with the
City to obtain the necessary
approvals to begin construction.
The initial activity will be road and
drainage improvements to support
the Callahan Square development
followed by the construction of the
single family and townhouse
residential units.  For more
information on how you can be a
new home owner in this Parramore
Heritage neighborhood, call PSA
Constructors, Inc. at 407-898-9119.

The City of Orlando Housing Department
has an inventory of 20 additional houses for
sale that are either already built or will be
built within the next year.
The sales prices of these
houses is being reduced by
up to $70,000 to eligible
income households.  For
more information on these
homes visit the City’s web
site www.cityoforlando.net/
housing.

The Orlando Police Department’s Parramore
Heritage Bike Unit (PHBU) returned to the
streets of the Parramore community in
October. Consisting of a Sergeant and eight
officers, the PHBU will be headquartered
on Church St. in the City View complex.
This office will be the busiest during peak
hours.

In addition to working closely with other
Orlando Police officers assigned to the
area, the PHBU will meet regularly with
Code Enforcement, Families, Parks &
Recreation, Solid Waste and other City
departments to help build a stronger

Working Together,
We CAN Make
a Difference.

For more information about upcoming events and activities in the Parramore Kidz Zone call
the hotline at 407-292-6500.

Parramore.  The officers will  work
to develop a rapport with the
citizens they encounter and help
them make the Parramore Heritage
Neighborhood a safeplace to live,
work and raise a family.

At the beginning of October, the
Orlando Police Department kick-
started “Operation Delta,” a multi-
phased operation targeting street
level drug sales in the north
Parramore area. The goal of this
initiative is to attack street level
drug operations, reducing the
associated violent crimes and
increasing the quality of life for all residents
in the Parramore neighborhood.

Mayor Buddy Dyer and Orlando Police Chief
Michael McCoy announced the successful
results of this operation at a news conference
on October 25th. Thanks to the hard work of
the men and women of OPD, 234 arrests were
made.

Operation Delta is just one of the City’s
continuing efforts to ensure the safety of

Parramore residents.  Neighborhood safety
remains the top priority of the Orlando City
Council and it is committed to dedicating every
available resource to reduce crime in the City
of Orlando.


