
 

 
 

PKZ is leveling the playing field for Parramore’s children, providing them opportunities that all children deserve, and equipping them 

with the resources they need to become successful, healthy, well-educated adults. 

August 2007 

PKZ AAU BASKETBALL TEAM 

DON’T THEY LOOK LIKE PROS!! - Trophy Winners:  Phillip Gordon, Elton Barnes, Randolph Chamberlin, Johnny 

Germain, Lorenzo White, Thomas Joseph, Alexander Bertil, Chris Crenshaw, Eric Griffin, Keith Holinger, Gino 

Nicolas and Coach Tyrone Thomas 

PKZ Ballaz is a premier AAU basketball team for Parramore youth.  Funding is provided 

for uniforms, athletic shoes, sports physicals, equipment, refreshments, tournament fees, 

coaching and travel to tournaments throughout the State.  These gentle giants range 

from 15 to 17 years old and measure 5’5” to 6’6”.  The 2007 team played an awesome 

season, with 16 wins and 9 losses, taking second place in the Northwest Summer 

Basketball League.  The Ballaz are playing in the Dover Shores Summer League through 

August 2007. 

MENTORZ 

PKZ Mentorz coordinator Holly Vanture recruited, trained and matched 41 

mentors for Parramore youth this quarter.  The Orlando Jaycees, a 

Mentorz partner, invited the Teenz of Parramore (TOP) Youth Advisory 

Council to a rib cook-out to celebrate their partnership.  Visit the City’s 

website for more information on becoming a mentor. 

 http://www.cityoforlando.net/executive/children/pdf/PKZ%

20Mentorz.pdf 

TOP Advisory Council with the Orlando Jaycees. 

Legacy Trust for Orlando Children Annual Report 

On June 18, 2007, Lisa Early, Director of Families, Parks and Recreation, presented the 

Legacy Trust for Orlando Children’s Annual Report to the Orlando City Council.  To view 

the report, visit the City’s website at  

http://cityoforlando.net/fpr/Html/PDFs/Presentation%20to%20City%20Council%20-%

20June%202007.pdf 

Here’s what the media had to say: 

 

Orlando Sentinel: “Mayor Dyer and others hope steering the next generation away 

from crime will have a more lasting effect.” 

WDBO Radio, quoting TOP Vice President, LaQuinta Chandler: “[TOP tries] to keep all 

the kids in the community out of trouble and help them do stuff  that they would not 
be able to do on their own, like sports programs, arts programs, after school programs 
and anything that they need help with.” 

Central Florida News 13:“The program is paying off.” 

WFTV Channel 9: “PKZ is an initiative to give kids in this impoverished community a 

resource for a better life.” 

WESH TV Channel 2: “These good kids living in a bad place know that idle time is 

where crime starts and where the program makes all the difference.” 

WKMG Local 6 News: “Go down there, talk to the kids, realize how great they are and 

they will find out they just need some guidance and structure.” 

Phillip Gordon, TOP President:“I don’t know where I’d be without PKZ.” 

"Thank you for contributing to the success of the Parramore Kidz Zone project."  

 Mayor Buddy Dyer 

 

If you would like more information, or wish to get involved with PKZ, please 

contact Cheryl Rainsberger, at the City of Orlando’s Families, Parks and 

Recreation Department, 407-246-4320 or 

cheryl.rainsberger@cityoforlando.net. 

http://www.cityoforlando.net/executive/children/pkz.htm 

2007 PKZ SUMMER CAMP 

Led by Orlando artist Everett Spruill, PKZ youth are participating in Parramore League of 

Artistic Youth (PLAY), developing their artistic skills while beautifying the 

neighborhood.  This summer, PLAY members are painting two historical murals, one at the 

Orlando Downtown Recreational Center located at 645 West Livingston Street and the 

other at the Dr. J. B. Callahan Neighborhood Center located at 101 N. Parramore Avenue.  

PLAY is funded through a generous grant from Staples. 

This summer, more than 300 Parramore youth are participating in summer programs thanks 

to our partners, including Orlando Housing Authority, Camp Orlando, UCF Digital U, Mad Cow 

Theater, New Image Youth Center, Bridge to Independence, and After School All Stars.  

Numerous events have also been organized, including pool parties, sports training camps with 

professional athletes, and Pedaling 4 Pride, a bike ride through the neighborhood attended 

by more than 100 children.  Visit our website to view information on participating programs. 

http://www.cityoforlando.net/executive/children/pdf/PKZSummerGuide07.pdf 

PKZ’s “Read to Win” program is 

directed by Ms. Martha Wright with 

the help of Ms. Jean Bryant and Ms. 

Geraldine Bateman.  These certified 

Orange County Public School teachers 

are spending their summer making a 

positive difference in the lives of 

children.  Their Read to Win program 

is offered at the John H. Jackson 

Community Center and Orlando 

Housing Authority’s Griffin Park 

apartments, making sure more than 

100 elementary school aged children 

continue to learn during the summer 

months. 
Students read together at the Callahan Center. 

PKZ supporters recognized at City Council on June 18, 2007. 
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