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PART I - INTRODUCTION 

BACKGROUND & SUMMARY 

he City of Orlandoôs Community 

Planning Studio has teamed with the 

Edgewater Drive Vision Task Force to 

shape a vision for the Edgewater Drive 

corridor in Downtown College Park. The 

Task Force was appointed by Mayor Buddy 

Dyer in consultation with District 3 

Commissioner Robert Stuart. The Task 

Force held meetings twice a month open to 

the public and sponsored several 

workshops, including a ñwalkaboutò in early 

December 2007.  

The work of the Task Force is an outgrowth 

of the Neighborhood Horizon 2000 Plan for 

College Park.  The Horizon Plan indentified 

the need to prepare an urban design plan 

for the Edgewater Drive corridor and set in 

motion incremental changes and policies to 

improve the area. The focus of the Task 

Force has been to develop appropriate 

guidelines for private development and 

public improvements in the corridor. The 

guidelines are meant to promote better 

decisions regarding master plans, 

conditional use permits, planned 

developments, re-zonings, and 

density/intensity bonuses. These guidelines 

will also help minimize commercial intrusion 

into surrounding neighborhoods.  

In addition to the guidelines in this 

document, Growth Management Plan 

subarea policy changes and Land 

Development Code amendments are 

proposed.  It is hoped that this work will 

result in greater predictability for both 

residents and future developers alike by 

establishing regulatory authority over all 

future development proposals. 

The Task Force evaluated conditions and 

made recommendations in five categories: 

 Urban Form. Urban form recommendations 

are intended to protect existing property 

rights by allowing existing intensity and 

density standards to remain, while 

guiding the massing of new buildings to 

ensure appropriate transitions to 

surrounding areas. The result is a profile 

for the maximum height, bulk and mass 

of structures that may be proposed 

throughout the core of College Park.  

 Architectural Details. Where Urban Form 

determines the overall mass of new 

structures, architectural detail 

recommendations describe how 

buildings are to be articulated.  

 Transportation & Parking. A proposed median 

system is envisioned to provide traffic 

calming through the core, reduce cut-

through traffic on side streets, and 

reduce congestion at certain 

intersections by restricting turning 

movements.  An alleyway system is 

proposed to provide a way for traffic to 

gain ingress and egress to sites along 

the corridor. Cross-access easements 

will be required.  

 Pedestrian Friendliness. Minimizing vehicular 

curb cuts along Edgewater Drive will 

improve the pedestrian experience.  

Awnings, arcades and streetscape 

improvements should be incorporated 

into new development and retrofits to 

create shade and a comfortable walking 

environment. 

 Implementation. Staff will work with the 

newly formed Main Street program in 

order to explore financing options for 

implementing public improvements.  
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