
NorthNorth

The Semoran Boulevard
Bridge District

The State Road 408 Bridge is one of the most 
important landmarks on Semoran Boulevard, 
and the reconstruction project completed in 
2009 has made it a much more attractive 
landmark indeed.  The SR 408 interchange is 
also a major entrance for customers arriving 
in the Semoran Boulevard Business District.

The area around the SR 408 Bridge includes 
the widest variety of businesses and 
institutions to be found anywhere on 
Semoran Boulevard ςgoods and services, 
restaurants, shopping centers, Keiser 
University, Orlando Baptist Church, and even 
residential apartment buildings.

This concentration makes it a good place to 
demonstrate the design principles that can 
apply to commercial districts anywhere on 
Semoran Boulevard.

The Semoran Boulevard Bridge District



Semoran Bridge District Design Issues

SR 408 Interchange Business District Entries ςThe 
interchange reconstruction project completed in 2009 
offers a great new opportunity to make the Business 
District entries at Lake Underhill Road and Yew Drive 
even more welcoming and attractive to potential 
customers.

Public Areas:  Sidewalks 
and Streets ςThese are the 
areas that customers see 
first as they pass  through 
the restaurant district.  And 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ 
second chance to make a 
first impression.

Public Areas:  Landscaping, 
Screening and Fencing ς
These design elements can 
make outdoor areas more 
attractive without blocking 
ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ 
businesses.

Semoran Bridge District ðaerial view
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Welcoming and Guiding Customers

The interchange reconstruction project completed in 
2009 offers a great new opportunity to make the 
Business District entries at Lake Underhill Road and 
Yew Drive even more welcoming and attractive to 
potential customers and to those passing through.

SR 408 Bridge as it looks 
today ςThis is the view 
from the north, as seen 
from the intersection of 
Semoran Boulevard and 
Yew Drive.

The new bridge is a great 
improvement over the old 
overpass.  New 
architectural features 
include decorative pillars 
on both sides of the bridge 
span, attractive retaining 
walls, new lighting and 
underground utilities.

Semoran Bridge District ðthe view from the street



LANDMARK  SIGN 
ON  BRIDGE  SPAN

ADD  FLAGS  TO  
BRIDGE  PILLARS

Welcoming and Guiding Customers

The interchange reconstruction project completed in 
2009 offers a great new opportunity to make the 
Business District entries at Lake Underhill Road and 
Yew Drive even more welcoming and attractive to 
potential customers and to those passing through.

Turn an attractive bridge 
into a true landmark ς
Building from the great 
foundation offered by the 
newly reconstructed 
bridge, the Vision Plan 
proposes to add flags to 
the tops of its four pillars, 
then create an iconic 
landmark sign across the 
bridge span.

Semoran Bridge District ðthe view from the street



TEXTURED  
CROSSWALK

STREET  TREES  &  
LANDSCAPING

Welcoming and Guiding Customers

The interchange reconstruction project completed in 
2009 offers a great new opportunity to make the 
Business District entries at Lake Underhill Road and 
Yew Drive even more welcoming and attractive to 
potential customers and to those passing through.

Turn this landmark into a 
great new entry to the 
business district ςStreet 
trees, landscaped 
pedestrian areas and 
textured crosswalks at the 
Yew Drive intersection 
could truly be eye-catching.

Directional signage for 
customers entering from 
the SR 408 ramp (left) are 
part of the vision, but not 
visible in this view.

(Please note: City resources 
are currently unavailable to  
fund the improvements 
shown in this vision.)

Semoran Bridge District ðthe view from the street



Welcoming and Guiding Customers

The interchange reconstruction project completed in 
2009 offers a great new opportunity to make the 
Business District entries at Lake Underhill Road and 
Yew Drive even more welcoming and attractive to 
potential customers and to those passing through.

SR 408 Bridge as it looks 
today ςThis is the view 
from the south, as seen by 
customers approaching the 
Lake Underhill Road 
intersection.

The new bridge is a great 
improvement over the old 
overpass.  New 
architectural features 
include decorative pillars 
on both sides of the bridge 
span, attractive retaining 
walls, new lighting and 
underground utilities.

Semoran Bridge District ðthe view from the street



Welcoming and Guiding Customers

The interchange reconstruction project completed in 
2009 offers a great new opportunity to make the 
Business District entries at Lake Underhill Road and 
Yew Drive even more welcoming and attractive to 
potential customers and to those passing through.

Turn this landmark into a great new entry to the 
business district ςIn addition to flags and an

iconic landmark sign across 
the bridge span, street 
trees, landscaped 
pedestrian areas and 
textured crosswalks at the 
Lake Underhill Road 
intersection will truly catch 
the eye.

Directional signage for 
customers entering from 
the SR 408 ramp (left) are 
part of the vision, but not 
visible in this view.

(Please note: City resources 
are currently unavailable to  
fund the improvements 
shown in this vision.)

Semoran Bridge District ðthe view from the street



What Is Wrong With These Pictures?

It should be noted that this series of photos is not 
intended to be critical of any individual business or 
property owner.

Instead, it is intended to show how, even when a 
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻǊ ƻǿƴŜǊ άŦƻƭƭƻǿǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ 
results can still be unattractive because the rules now 
ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜ 
into account the specific needs of the Semoran 
Boulevard Business district.

In October 2009 (top photo), the businesses are well-
maintained and freshly painted, and the landscaping is 
trimmed and conforms to City codes, but it still appears 
ŘƛǎƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻŎƪǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
businesses.

In January 2010 (middle photos), the property owners 
removed the palm cluster blocking the view of the 
shopping center.  They also severely topped off and 
trimmed back the trees in front of the shopping center, 
temporarily improving the visibility of businesses and 
signs at the shopping center.  The trees could not be 
removed because they are currently required by the 
ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜΦ

As shown in the bottom photo, by June 2010 the trees 
have grown back and become very shaggy, rendering the 
trimming largely ineffective.

LANDSCAPING  DISORGANIZED  &  
BLOCKS  VIEW  OF  BUSINESSES

UNINVITING 
OUTDOOR  AREAS
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TREES SEVERELY TRIMMED ςPALM CLUSTER REMOVED

TRIMMING  INEFFECTIVE ς
TREES  GROW  BACK

OUTDOOR  AREA 
REMAINS  UNINVITING

Semoran Bridge District:

the view from the street



What do their potential customers ςor 
potential tenants ςsee as they drive by?

Landscaping ςThis office

complex is in fact very well 
landscaped, but nothing 
ōƭƻŎƪǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ 
of the businesses.  The tree 
is trimmed up so that the 
business signs can be seen.

Driveway - Easy to see and 
navigate.

Parking ςMost of the 
parking is to the side or 
rear of the buildings.  This 
makes the building itself 
more prominent to the 
potential customers, rather 
than a field of asphalt 
parking  (which may or may 
not appear to be busy).

DRIVEWAY ςEASY TO SEE 
AND NAVIGATE

WELL-LANDSCAPED ςBUT 
DOES NOT BLOCK VIEW

Your Neighbors ðthe office complex down the street

PARKING TO THE SIDE 
OR REAR OF BUILDING


