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Restaurant District

There are many eating places in the 
Semoran Boulevard Business District, but 
one of the greatest concentrations of  
restaurants is between La Costa Drive and 
Costa Del Sol Street.  Here you will find 
Perkins, La Caridad, Baskin Robbins, 
Oh! QueBuenoΗ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ {ƻƴƴȅΩǎ 
(now closed).

This concentration makes it a good place to 
demonstrate the design principles that can 
apply to restaurants ςand other small 
businesses ςanywhere on Semoran 
Boulevard.

Semoran Boulevardõs Restaurant District



Restaurant District Design Issues

Public Areas: Sidewalks and Streets ςThese 
are the areas that customers see first as they 
pass  through the restaurant district.  And as 
ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ 
make a first impression.

Access ςSince the Florida Dept. of Trans-
portation installed medians  on Semoran 
.ƭǾŘΦ ƛƴ нллуΣ ǎƻǳǘƘōƻǳƴŘ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ  ŎŀƴΩǘ 
ǘǳǊƴ ƭŜŦǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘǎΩ ŘǊƛǾŜǿŀȅǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 
makes access via La Costa Drive and Costa 
Del Sol Street more important than ever.

The Alley ςBehind these businesses is an 
alley that is now unfinished and unsightly, 
but could become one of the Restaurant 
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ  ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΦ

Utility Corridor ςTo see possible new uses 
for this corridor, which is just behind the 
Restaurant District, return to the main page 
ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά9ŀǎǘ {ƛŘŜ ¦ǘƛƭƛǘȅ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊέ 
link.

Restaurant District ðaerial view
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Restaurant District

!ǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜΣ {ŜƳƻǊŀƴ .ƻǳƭŜǾŀǊŘΩǎ 
streets, sidewalks and public spaces need 
improvement.  There are a lot of drivers in 
this photo, and they are all potential 
customers.  This is what they see today as 
they slow down to pass through the 
Semoran Boulevard Business District.  The 
following slides look at the Restaurant 
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭΣ ŀƴŘ 
show recommended improvements to this 
public environment.

Restaurant District ðthe view from the sidewalk
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Restaurant District - Now

This is the view of the Restaurant District as 
seen from the point of view of potential 
customers driving northbound on Semoran 
Boulevard.  What challenges and 
opportunities stand out here?

Restaurant District ðthe view from the street
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Restaurant District - Challenges

Sidewalk - The narrow sidewalk gives the 
area a cramped, uncomfortable feeling.

Landscaping - The hurricane-damaged tree 
gives this area a run-down appearance.  Even 
though most of the landscaping is well-
maintained, it is not

well-placed.  In some 
places this landscaping 
ōƭƻŎƪǎ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎΩ ǾƛŜǿ 
of the businesses.

Uninviting Outdoor 
Areas ςLarge, hot, 
unmarked paved areas  
do little to welcome 
potential customers.

Restaurant District ðthe view from the street
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Restaurant District - Vision

Sidewalk ςIn this view, the public space is 
ǿƛŘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ  ŀ άhardscapeέ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 
the existing sidewalk.  This hardscape
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ōǊƛŎƪ ǇŀǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǿ άƪƴŜŜ 
ǿŀƭƭέ ǘƻ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎΦ

Landscaping can 

make outdoor areas 
more attractive without 
ōƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ 
view of businesses.  
The trick is better 
placement of plantings, 
and having the right 
type plant material in 
the right location.

Restaurant District ðthe view from the street
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Restaurant District - Vision

Attractive Outdoor Areas ςIn this view, hot, 
unmarked paved areas  are replaced by 
well-marked, attractively landscaped parking 
that uses low-maintenance plant material.  
An outdoor seating area is added in front of 
the restaurant.

Banners ςWorking 
together, a Semoran 
Boulevard business 
organization can design 
and place banners  to 
help attract and direct 
customers to the 
products and services 
they need.

Street furnitureputs 
the finishing touch on 
the public environment.

Restaurant District ðthe view from the street
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Why is the Sidewalk Important to 
Your Business?

aŀƴȅ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ǎŀȅΣ ά²Ƙȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ L 
care about the sidewalk when almost all of 
Ƴȅ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ ŎƻƳŜ ōȅ ŎŀǊΚέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
question that deserves a good answer.

Yes, most potential new customers are 
drivers, yet the sidewalks

and public spaces are 
the areas that they see 
first as they pass  
through the restaurant 
district.  Will this first 
impression make them 
want to stop at your 
business?

So you might say that 
the main audience for 
attractive sidewalks and 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ just 
the pedestrians, ƛǘΩǎ  
also the thousands of 
drivers that pass by 
every day.

Restaurant District ðthe view from the street



Restaurant District
La Costa Drive Entry - Now

This is the view of the La Costa Drive street 
intersection as seen from the point of view 
of potential customers driving southbound 
on Semoran Boulevard.  What challenges 
and opportunities stand out here?

Restaurant District ðLa Costa Drive entry


