
What unifying design themes 
will guide the Vision Plan for 
Semoran Boulevard?

The Semoran Boulevard Business District is 
more than just the sum of its parts.  
Although we will look at Semoran Boulevard
άtƛŜŎŜ .ȅ tƛŜŎŜέ ǘƻ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ƛǘǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ 
and opportunities, the unifying themes that 
stand out are guided by the planning 
principles of the Vision Plan. 
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What unifying design themes 
will guide the Vision Plan for 
Semoran Boulevard?

The planning principles that guide the Vision 
Plan are:

ÅPromoting a walkable, main street-style 
development pattern
ÅVisually de-emphasizing the automobile
ÅPromoting a mixture of uses
ÅWelcoming and guiding customers to the 
goods and services they need.

Semoran Boulevard ðUnifying Themes



ÅParking Lot Landscaping ςOne way to 
create wider sidewalks will be to change the 
[5/ ǘƻ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ άhardscapeέ ŀƴŘ ƪƴŜŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ  
in place of parking lot landscaping.
ÅBuilding Location ςPlace buildings closer to 
the street, with parking at the side or rear.
ÅPermitted Uses ςEncouraging mixed use 
redevelopment, changing the type of uses 
that are allowed in certain districts.

Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ hǊƭŀƴŘƻΩǎ ½ƻƴƛƴƎ hǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ 
help implement the Vision Plan for 
Semoran Boulevard?

¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ½ƻƴƛƴƎ hǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ όŀƭǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
Land Development Code or LDC) will be one 
of the main tools used to implement the 
Vision Plan.  The LDC includes standards for 
design features such as:

ÅSigns ςSize & types of signs, number of 
signs allowed; location on the property
ÅLandscaping ςTypes of plants and trees; 
location on the property.
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Successful Zoning Regulationsare based on 
proper enforcement of the agreed-upon 
standards.  Once you and your neighbors 
decide what rules will apply to everyone, 
The City takes responsibility for enforcing 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊǳƭŜǎΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ άǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǇƻǿŜǊǎΦέ  

Zoning Regulations Can Be Phased In Over 
Time to make it easier for property owners 
to comply with a new requirement.

Here are some things about zoning
that you may not have thought
about before.

What is the Purpose of Zoning?ςMany 
people do not like the restrictions zoning 
places on the use of their own property, 
but still worry about what might happen on 
other properties in their neighborhood.  
Think of the Zoning Ordinance as a compro-
misebetween you and your neighbors, and 
between you and the larger community.
You are restricted, but so are your neighbors.
Everyone knows what the rules are.
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Why is the Sidewalk Important to 
Your Business?

aŀƴȅ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ǎŀȅΣ ά²Ƙȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ L 
care about the sidewalk when almost all of 
Ƴȅ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ ŎƻƳŜ ōȅ ŎŀǊΚέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
question that deserves a good answer.

Yes, most potential new customers are 
drivers, yet the sidewalks

and public spaces are 
the areas that they see 
first as they pass  
through the restaurant 
district.  Will this first 
impression make them 
want to stop at your 
business?

So you might say that 
the main audience for 
attractive sidewalks and 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ just 
the pedestrians, ƛǘΩǎ  
also the thousands of 
drivers that pass by 
every day.
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Promoting a Walkable
Business District ςRetail Districts

Sidewalks ςWiden the public space by 
ŀŘŘƛƴƎ  ŀ άhardscapeέ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪΦ  
This hardscapeincludes brick pavement and 
ŀ ƭƻǿ άƪƴŜŜ ǿŀƭƭέ ǘƻ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴǎ 
from parking.  The Vision Plan proposes this 
design for the public environment on the 
east side of Semoran Boulevard from Lake 
Underhill Road to Curry Ford Road.  On the 
west side, this design is proposed from 
Kalmia Drive to AndoraStreet.

Street furniture and 
street trees put the 
finishing touches on the 
public environment.

Landscaping can 
make outdoor areas 
more attractive without 
ōƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ 
view of businesses.  
The Vision Plan includes 
guidelines for design 
and location of 
landscaping on business 
properties, as well as 
the types of plant 
material to be used.

STREET FURNITURE{L59²![Y Ҍ άI!w5{/!t9έ

LANDSCAPING ALLOWS
VIEW OF BUSINESSES
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Promoting a Walkable
Business District ςOffice Districts

Sidewalks ςOne way that the needs of 
Office Districts are different than those of 
wŜǘŀƛƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǿƛŘŜǊ άǇǳōƭƛŎ 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƘŜǊŜΦ  ¦ƴƭƛƪŜ 
wŜǘŀƛƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΣ hǊƭŀƴŘƻΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 
regulations require that both buildings and 
parking lots be set back from the public 
sidewalk.

Street Trees ςThe Vision Plan proposes a 
consistent canopy of street trees in both the 
Retail and Office Districts

from BroscheRoad (the 
Orlando city limits) 
south to Curry Ford 
Road.

Landscaping can 
make outdoor areas 
more attractive without 
ōƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ 
view of businesses.  
The Vision Plan includes 
guidelines for design 
and location of 
landscaping on both 
office and retail 
properties, as well as 
the types of plant 
material to be used. SIDEWALKS DO NOT 

NEED TO BE WIDER
WELL-LANDSCAPED ςBUT 
DOES NOT BLOCK VIEW

STREET TREES
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