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CLOCKING IN 
by Clary Powell, clary.powell@cityoforlando.net

“Our mission is to provide timely, accurate, and useful information to employees and citizens of the City of Orlando”
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The streets in the City of Orlando are 
maintained by the Streets & Stormwater 
Division. Pat Jordan and Gil Columbus are 
Crew Chiefs for Streets Maintenance and 
Construction or the “Pothole Crew.” Both 
gentlemen combined have half a century of 
experience in their field and the patience and 

disposition to take on one dip at a time, as 
many times a day as necessary.  Pat has 
13 years of experience working on potholes 
and Gil has worked with the City for 40 
years, starting off cleaning storm drains and 
spending the majority of his career repairing 
streets. 

Each morning Pat and Gil gather their crews 
of four, load up the two trucks with water and 
gas and head to Lockhart, Taft or Middlesex 
to get their five tons of asphalt for the day. 
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From there, they address each work order with 
each issue a citizen has reported. If emergencies 
come in on their phone or radio, they find time 
for those too. The objective is to complete every 
reported job within 24 hours. 

When they arrive to their location, the level of 
the job is addressed. Is it a patch job or will it 
require a jackhammer to cut and remove older 
rumbles of street? As the truck heats up the 
asphalt to 300 degrees, the crews jump right 
in. One flags traffic and the rest get to work. 
The goal is to delay drivers for as little time as 
possible.  Asphalt is poured onto the street and 
begins to cool and harden almost immediately, 
even in wet or rainy conditions. Tools are used to 
tamp it down and smooth it out.  Soon, the road 
is just like new again. “Lots of times we ride 
around and say remember when we did this?” 
said Pat. 

 

Gil finds that the most challenging part of his 
job is traffic and drivers. Unfortunately they 
are not always understanding when it comes 
to delays due to repairs. However, Gil enjoys 
working with the pothole crew. “I just like 
it, period. I almost love what I do.” Pat has 
similar sentiments, “I love doing this. It’s fun 
sometimes.” 

Make no mistake, despite the fact these 
gentlemen enjoy their jobs, its hard work. 
Imagine spending your work day jack 
hammering roads and toting around 300 
degree asphalt in Florida’s varying weather. It’s 
no walk in the park, but it’s a challenge these 
men welcome.  When you see them around 
the City be sure to slow your vehicle, be patient 
as they direct traffic and give them a nod or 
even a wave in appreciation for all their hard 
work. They are working to keep you and your 
passengers safe on our City streets. 

To report potholes please call 407.246.2238 
or fill out the online form at cityoforlando.net/
public_works/s&d/potholes. 

Pat Jordan

Gil Columbus



Did you know that many of The City’s lakes 
have Floridan Aquifer drainage wells on 
them? In fact the Orlando area has the highest 
percentage of wells in the state at 392 and The 
City of Orlando is responsible for 261 of those 
wells. The first drainage well was installed in 
1904 in response to severe flooding around 
Lake Greenwood after heavy rainfall. In 1910 
a drainage well that mistakenly hit the Florida 
Aquifer on Lake Fairview started geysering 
75 to 100 feet in the air and became a local 
attraction by 1912 until its eventual capping. 
These wells became so successful that more 
wells were put in around Orlando. Many wells 
are located on lakes to control lake levels, 

DID YOU KNOW?  
Fertilizer bags have instructions, read the 

label. Only apply what you need and never 
apply before a rainstorm. ?

LAKE DRAINAGE WELLS  
by Jennifer Ramos     jennifer.ramos@cityoforlando.net

LAKE HIGHLIGHT - LAKE EOLA
by John Evertsen   john.evertsen@cityoforlando.net

As a new feature of the Streets & Streams 
Quarterly, we are highlighting a different Lake 
in the City of Orlando in each issue. This 
issue we will start with Lake Eola. Lake Eola 
received its name from Jacob Summerlin’s 
sons in 1888. Their father Jacob Summerlin 
donated to the City of Orlando the first of 
several pieces of land that would now make 
up Lake Eola Park. Located in downtown 
Orlando, Lake Eola is a 28 acre lake with 
a mean depth of 28 feet and shoreline 
circumference of 4,493 feet. For all you 
evening and lunch time walkers the length 
of the sidewalk around Lake Eola is .85 
miles. The drainage basin for Lake Eola is 
320 acres. The drainage basin is the area 
of street runoff that is directed to the lake 
through the storm system. Lake Eola has 
long been a favorite place to host events 
for the public, from Agriculture expos in the 
1880’s, concerts, horse race tracks to water 
ski shows. Lake Eola is still a focal point for 
Downtown Orlando. 

reduce flooding and to recharge the aquifer while 
some are simply for urban or street drainage. 
The recharge of the Upper Floridan Aquifer by 
drainage wells is estimated to be about 40-50 
mgd just in the Orlando area. By 1943 there 
were 200 documented wells in central Florida 
but permitting for new wells came to a halt by 
1965. (Devo Engineering, Orange County’s 
Floridan Aquifer Drainage Wells)

Above, photographer H. Aa. Abercromby recorded this flooded 
section of Orlando sometime in the 1880’s and 1890’s according 
to Florida State Archives records.  During heavy rains, the area near 
Greenwood Cemetery and the black community of Jonestown, east 
of downtown orlando, was especially prone to flooding.

Below, Lake Davis, located in southwest Orlando, shown here after 
a heavy rain during the 1930s.



If you are interested in participating in this event 
next year, call Jody at 407.246.2752 to discuss 
how.  Keep Orlando Beautiful looks forward 
to many more successful shows!  For more 
photos Like us on Facebook at facebook.com/
keeporlandobeautiful.

Winning designers from left to right:  Top Design;  Meylin Rojas 
and model Inge Uys, Avant Garde;   Joanally Gonzalez and model 
Michelle Matrale, Most Wearable;  Diana Hernandez and model 
Araceli Hernandez, Audience Choice;  Marie Stevens and model 
Vanessa McNeely

TRASH 2 TRENDS A HIT!
by Jody Buyas  jody.buyas@cityoforlando.net

EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER

Keep Orlando Beautiful’s recycled fashion 
show fundraiser was a huge success its 
first year!  The event took place on Saturday, 
February 1st, 2014 at Orange Studio on 
Mills Avenue and completely sold out.  
$11,500 was raised thanks to the sponsors, 
designers, partners, guests, volunteers 
and board members (go to cityoforlando.
net/kob for details).  Twenty four talented 
designers walked their look down the runway, 
showcasing how discarded items could be 
turned into beautiful, innovative and even 
wearable fashion.

Host Doug Ba’Auser led the evening of what 
many guests claimed to be “a very New York 
style show and event.”  Judges Flora Maria 
Garcia, Carry O’Neall and Commissioner 
Patty Sheehan chose the winning looks.  The 
audience also participated and selected the 
Audience Choice award by making generous 
donations for their favorite look.

CLARY POWELL 
is the Public Awareness Specialist, 
educating thousands of students, adults 
and City employees every year. She 
presents information on stormwater in 
a fun, innovative way and always with 
a smile. In the short time she has been 
here, she has made a huge impact.

TAKE ACTION.



Main Line: 407.246.2238
Main Fax: 407.246.2241

LEAD STAFF
Lisa Henry, Division Manager
407.246.3646

Howard Elkin, Streets Assistant Division Manager
407.246.2289

Ben Gray, Stormwater Assistant Division Manager
407.246.2754 

KEEP ORLANDO BEAUTIFUL
Jody Buyas, Keep Orlando Beautiful Coordinator
407.246.2752

EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR
Rick Davis, Maintenance Program Manager
407.246.4968

LAKE MANAGEMENT
John Evertsen, Surface Water Management, 
Program Manager
407.246.2083

RIGHT OF WAY MANAGEMENT
Terry Fluharty, Streets ROW Supervisor
407.246.2494

STORMWATER UTILITY FEES
Assad Kudera, Billing/Data Management
407.246.2230

LAKE HEALTH AND ENFORCEMENT
Lisa Lotti, Stormwater Compliance Program Manager
407.246.2037

STORMWATER EDUCATION AND VOLUNTEERS 
Clary Powell, Public Awareness Specialist
407.246.2257

SIDEWALK, POTHOLE AND BRICK STREET REPAIR
Charles Smith, Streets Construction Program Manager
407.246.2239

STORMWATER HOTLINE:
407.246.2370

REPORT A PROBLEM ONLINE

POTHOLES:  
CityofOrlando.net/Public_Works/S&D/Potholes

GRAFFITI:  
CityofOrlando.net/Graffiti

“Our City’s technical staff not only works to meet the National 
Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit, but 
continuously strives to exceed that requirement.” 

-Mayor Buddy Dyer

1010 WOODS AVENUE
ORLANDO, FL 32805


