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John Masters was welcomed to the City of Orlando’s Streets and 
Stormwater Division as an Environmental Specialist II on September 
2, 2014. John is joining us from Orange County, where he 
previously worked for six years as an Engineering Inspector. John 
is settling in well and truly enjoys the work he does as well as the 
people he works with at the City. Having a versatile job, he gets to 
be out on the City’s lakes performing water quality sampling one 
day and responding to a fuel or oil spill the next. John plays a key 
role in keeping our City beautiful and our waterways clean and 

safe by enforcing our City of Orlando Stormwater Utility Code, Section 31.19. Although the job is 
challenging at times, it is always rewarding. When John isn’t at work he can be found hanging 
out with friends and family, enjoying the outdoors. The next time you see John around, be sure to 
welcome him to the City!

NEW EMPLOYEES

John M. Masters– Environmental Specialist II – 
Program - Stormwater Compliance

Lisa Rain– Public Awareness Specialist – 
Program – Stormwater Utility Administration

Emory Carpenter Jr.– Keep Orlando Beautiful 
Assistant

PROGRESSIONS

David Paradise– Environmental Specialist II – 
Stormwater Compliance 

Carl Carty– Maintenance/Construction 
Supervisor – Street Maintenance and 
Construction

Melvin Alfred– Field Supervisor – Street 
Maintenance and Construction

Johnny Cooper– Crew Leader - Stormwater 
Management

RETIREMENTS

Charlie Brown from Stormwater Management 
with 25 years of service

Erasmue Brown from Stormwater Management 
with 28 years of service
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The Little Wekiva and Kissimmee Rivers are 
examples of the vast drainage areas that exist 
in Florida, showing us how all waterways are 
in some way connected.  You may often hear 
the words “drainage basin” or “watershed” in 
reference to the area you live in.  These words 
refer to the geographical area surrounding a 
water body and how stormwater drains to that 
body of water.   Every body of water, no matter 
how big or small, is part of a drainage basin or 
watershed.  

The movement of stormwater within the 
watershed/drainage basin is a natural process, 
but can be influenced by man.  Many of our 
actions impact the stormwater system, which 
then influence the larger watershed and drainage 
basins that we live in. 

To learn more about watersheds and drainage 
basins, visit the link below to the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection website: 
protectingourwater.org/watersheds/.

Streets and Streams Quarterly will begin 
highlighting a City of Orlando lake in each 
issue.  As a prelude, this issue provides 
you with a brief overview of the City’s lakes 
and how they are connected to the larger 
waterway systems throughout Florida.

The City of Orlando is the center and 
beginning point of many of the main 
waterways flowing throughout the Florida 
peninsula. Within the City, the Little Wekiva 
River originates, starting at Lakes Dot and 
Lawne.  This flows north, out of the City, until 
it enters the St. Johns River and eventually 
flows into the Atlantic Ocean. 

Just south of the Little Wekiva River’s source 
is the source of the Kissimmee River, which 
begins at Lake Mann and Clear Lake. The 
River flows south of the City, through the 
Kissimmee chain of lakes and into Lake 
Okeechobee.  This waterway ultimately flows 
to the Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of Mexico. 

Did you know the City of Orlando has 
over 900 miles of sidewalk? The City has 
recently started a new sidewalk trip hazard 
remediation and condition survey program. 
American Grinding has been awarded a three 
year contract to inspect and grind sidewalks 
throughout the City.

The work includes surveying all sidewalks, 
documenting trip hazards, damaged sidewalks 
and grinding raised joints or uneven cracks. 
As the contractor moves through the City they 
will utilize their specially designed sidewalk 
grinding equipment to remediate as many trip 
hazards as possible. The equipment they are 
using is dust free, water free, makes minimal 
noise and collects the material so it can be 
recycled. The areas that they cannot grind 
will be documented and can then be repaired 
by the City’s own forces or with our sidewalk 
contractor.

This contract will greatly minimize trip and fall 
hazards and will make the sidewalks a safer 
place for all pedestrians. 

New Sidewalk Grinding Initiative
by Howard Elkin- howard.elkin@cityoforlando.net

Orlando Lakes 
by John Evertsen-  john.evertsen@cityoforlando.net

cityoforlando.net/stormwater

Leaves and yard waste clog storm drains.  This 
leads to increased flooding potential, pollution of 
our lakes, and decreased water quality. Streets, 
sidewalks and driveways must be kept clear of 
all leaves and yard waste to prevent this debris 
from entering curb inlets and storm drains. Leaves 
and other yard debris should be bagged for Solid 
Waste’s yard trash collection or recycled in your 
yard as mulch for trees and shrubs. Remember, 
“Only Rain Down the Drain!”  

TAKE ACTION



Trash 2 Trends 2015 
by Jody Buyas, jody.buyas@cityoforlando.net

Most readers of ‘Streets and Streams’ have 
seen our street sweepers collecting debris, 
leaves and sediments off City streets. Their 
work is important to reducing the amount of 
nutrients and polluting material that wash 
into our lakes. They are large, noisy, and 
slow moving as they sweep, so they are 
difficult to miss.  

Vacuum trucks are another kind of machine 
that works in conjunction with the street 
sweepers. Following the same routes as the 
sweepers, the vacuum trucks clean debris 
out of the bottom of inlets, and the special 
baskets at the top of the inlet. They are 
quieter and less noticeable to the onlooker 
and their function is not as obvious. They 
may block a lane of traffic for a short time 
as they do their work, but then move on to 
the next inlet. Two City employees operate 
the truck, remove debris and keep records, 
including the service date, the amount of 
debris removed, and the condition of the 
inlet.

While street sweepers collect loose debris 
off the streets, vacuum trucks collect 
larger material that has washed into the 
stormwater system.  There are over 13,000 
inlets in the City’s stormwater system and 
about 500 of these have special inlet 
baskets that collect large debris before it 
falls to the bottom of the inlet. The vacuum 
trucks visit these baskets regularly to 
vacuum out the debris to keep it out of the 
lakes, ponds and canals.

Did you hear the buzz surrounding Orlando’s 
inaugural recycled fashion show in February 
of 2014? The event is called Trash 2 Trends. 
Yes, that is correct; this event is focused on 
turning trash, discarded items or items headed 
to the recycling facility into something creative 
and innovative enough to send down an actual 
runway! We’re doing it again on Saturday 
February 28, 2015.

If you’re up for something different and want 
to support Keep Orlando Beautiful, please join 
us. The 2nd Annual Trash 2 Trends recycled 
fashion fund raiser is taking place from 6 to 9 
p.m. at the Orlando Repertory Theater.  Thirty 
local designers and artists will be participating.  
Returning host Doug Ba’auser, local funny man 
and actor, along with his new co-host Orlando 
Sentinel columnist Scott Maxwell, will be sure to 
host an evening of amazing fashion filled with 
lots of wow moments, laughter and fun.

Please visit cityoforlando.net/kob for more 
information and to purchase tickets.

Inlet Baskets and Street Sweeping
by Ben Gray  ben.gray@cityoforlando.net
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Streets and Stormwater Teaming with Waste Detection Canines 
by Lisa Rain- lisa.rain@cityoforlando.net

City of Orlando Streets and Stormwater staff 
routinely test water quality throughout the 
City’s lakes. These tests reveal trends in water 
quality and potential pollution to the water. 
When these tests come back irregular or 
inconclusive, further testing is necessary yet 
expensive and time consuming. The Division 
recently decided it was time to think beyond 
traditional measures and look for something 
new, efficient, and cost-effective. This is how 
the City met Sable and Logan—two energetic, 
hard-working dogs, professionally trained to 
detect and track human sewage. 

Owners, Karen and Scott Reynolds, trained 
the canines to exclusively sniff out human 
feces. This is extremely important because 
it allows staff to understand whether high 
bacteria counts in lakes are a result of human 
waste leaking into the system or waste 
from wild animals in the area.  Detection of 
human waste signifies a serious problem that 
needs to be addressed. However, it is a very 
time-consuming and expensive process to 
determine whether bacteria in water are related 
to human waste and where exactly the waste 
is coming from. Utilizing the unique skill of the 
dogs allows the City to save money and time 
by having the dogs quickly detect the scent 
of human waste and track the scent to its 
source so that City staff can quickly address 
the issue.

Sable and Logan are the first two dogs in 
the WORLD who have been able to perform 
this task. After 9 months of rigorous training, 
Sable was “field ready” in 2007 and became 
the world’s first “sewage sniffing” dog. Not far 
behind was Logan, who joined Sable in the 
field in 2009 and became the second sewage 
sniffing dog in the world. For these dogs, 
training is not a one-time thing. Just like 
humans, the dogs need continual, ongoing 
training to maintain, sharpen, and expand 
upon their skills.

So all work and no play? Not for these dogs. 
For Sable and Logan, work is a game. They 
enjoy every minute of their days on the job. 
Since starting work five years ago, the dogs 
have traveled to 50 different municipalities 
across the country; everywhere from Boston, 
MA to Santa Barbara, CA, and many places in 
between. 

When the dogs aren’t working, they are Karen 
and Scott Reynolds’ “spoiled-rotten pet dogs, 
lounging around the house, going for walks, 
or romping around with our two other dogs,” 
Karen tells us. Karen and Scott recently 
added two more dogs to their team, Remi 
and Bella, who are still in training. All four 
dogs are either adopted or rescued, and they 
couldn’t be happier. They love their job and 
are “always eager to jump in the car to travel 
to the next project.” 


