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This spring, the Streets and Stormwater 
Division joined the Public Works team for 
the 2015 Employee Fitness Challenge.  
We helped Public Works take home the 
1st place trophy for the third year in a 
row! The Fitness Challenge promotes 
healthy living, builds teamwork, and 
promotes a positive moral in the 
workplace.   We saw a ton of fun, a lot 
of sweat, and great teamwork.  Overall, 
we had a blast!  Many Streets and 
Stormwater staff participated in events, 
assisted with the set up and break down 
of events, and helped with the refereeing 
of various events.  Special thanks to 
Stanley Windom for stepping up to the 
plate as the Wellness Champion for 
Streets and Stormwater!  

Spring 2015

New Employees
Russell Blakely - Pavement Manager II 
with Program Administration 
Amanda Furman - Senior GIS 
Programmer with Program Administration
Willie Lovette - Maintenance Worker with 
Stormwater Management
Jose Montanez - Maintenance Worker 
with Street Maintenance & Construction
Michael Stephens - Utility Service Worker 
II with Stormwater Management
Sue Tydings - Staff Assistant with Streets 
Administration 

Progressions
Joel Berry to Construction Inspector 
I - Program Construction Inspection – 
Engineering
Dwayne Harley transferred to Wastewater
Mathis Thomas to Crew Chief - 
Stormwater Management
Jessie Tirado to Crew Leader - Street 
Maintenance & Construction 

Retirements
Bert Auman from Street Maintenance & 
Construction with 24 years
Gil Columbus from Street Maintenance 
& Construction with a combination of 31 
years 
Wally Perea from Stormwater 
Management with 26 years



Earth Day Lakeshore 
Restoration and Planting: 
Volunteers make a real 
difference at Lake Baldwin  
by Jody Buyas

Lake Baldwin is a large natural lake, 
located east of Downtown Orlando.  This 
lake has a rich history, once being almost 
entirely encompassed by the Naval 
Training Center.  The Navy utilized Lake 
Baldwin for training and recreation.  In 
1999, the base was closed and turned 
over to the City of Orlando.  It was then 
that the lake was redeveloped into the 
Baldwin Park Community and the City took 
over maintenance of the lake.  Since then, 
Lake Baldwin has experienced a dramatic 
increase in water quality. This increase in 
water quality is believed to be related to 
enhanced stormwater treatment and an 
increase in submersed aquatic plants in the 
lake.  
Currently the lake is the center piece for 
the Baldwin Park Community with public 
piers, boating access, and a three mile bike 
and walking path encompassing the lake 

shore.  Lake Baldwin is a recreational 
hot spot as well as a natural beauty.  It is 
home to a healthy population of upland 
native plants and trees which help 
provide a conservation easement around 
the lake.  The diverse native plants and 
trees surrounding Lake Baldwin create 
beautiful, protected wetlands around the 
lake.  These wetlands aid in protecting 
the water quality of the lake by filtering 
the stormwater runoff entering the 
lake.  Because of this feature, the 
plants and trees surrounding the lake 
are intentionally left to grow naturally, 
though to some observers, the shoreline 
will look to be overgrown.  
The lake also enjoys a very strong and 
diverse native aquatic plant community 
which drives a diverse fishery.  Currently, 
the lake is in an Oligotrophic range with 
a positive trend.

Lake Baldwin is a large lake nestled 
in a beautiful neighborhood in east 
Orlando. Between the trail and the 
shoreline lies beautiful, protected 
wetlands that contain many beneficial 
native plants.  As a result of the 
increasing development and paved 
areas adjacent to the lake, portions 
of the wetlands and shoreline have 
become eroded due to the increase of 
stormwater runoff.   

This past Earth Day, Keep Orlando 
Beautiful partnered with the City’s 
Wetlands Biologist and Green Up 
Orlando to coordinate an effort to 
reestablish the shoreline.  The City’s 
Stormwater Division brought in fill (soil) 
to the location and on Wednesday, 
April 22nd from 5-7pm, 83 volunteers 
turned out to plant 2,060 native 
wetlands plants and grasses. 
 This restoration project will help 
stabilize the shoreline and reduce 
erosion, it will reduce stormwater 
runoff, and the plants will assist with 
filtering out pollutants headed towards 
the lake.  As an added bonus, the 
planting also beautified the shoreline.  
After this task was complete, local 
sponsor City Beverages provided 
beverages and food at a nearby 
restaurant where the volunteers and 
partners got to celebrate their efforts, 
Earth Day, and a job well done!  The 
volunteers were also reminded that 
litter is still a problem in Orlando and 
the State of Florida, and were all sent 
home with a “Drive It Home!” reusable 
car litter bag.

Orlando Lakes: Lake Baldwin 
by John Evertsen



Did you know that excess fertilizer enters our local waterways via groundwater and stormwater runoff?  
Nutrients from fertilizer, like Nitrogen (N) and Phosphorus (P), promote the growth of algae and aquatic 
weeds, threaten the life of native plants and animals, and can cause major declines in water quality.  Here 
some basic guidelines for proper fertilizer use:
1. LABEL IS LAW!  Read your fertilizer label thoroughly and follow the directions 
EXACTLY.  
2. KNOW YOUR NUMBERS!  The set of numbers on your fertilizer bag is called the 
“N-P-K”, referring to the Nitrogen (N), Phosphorus (P), and Potassium (K) quantities in 
the bag.  The middle number, Phosphorus, should ALWAYS be ZERO.  The Nitrogen (N) 
should be at least 50% slow release.  
3. NEVER FERTILIZE before a rain storm is expected.  If fertilizer is used before a rain 
storm, the fertilizer will be washed away with the rain before your grass has a chance to 
absorb it.  The stormwater will then carry this fertilizer to the nearest lake or stream.
4. NEVER OVER-FERTILIZE!  Only use the quantity of fertilizer that is directed on the 
label.  Know how much fertilizer you need for your lawn and measure it before you begin 
applying.  Only apply fertilizer to your lawn 2-4 times per year, depending on your grass 
type.  Extra fertilizer will NOT make your lawn greener; it will only enter our lakes and 
streams and make the water greener due to algae growth.
5. USE A 10FT BUFFER ZONE – when fertilizing near a body of water, leave a 10 ft 
buffer zone.  This means, do not fertilize within 10 feet of any waterway ( , streams, 
ponds, etc).
6. CLEAN UP SPILLS!  Keep fertilizer off of hard surfaces (sidewalks, driveways, 
pavement, etc).  Fertilizer can easily wash off of these surfaces and enter the nearest 
storm drains and waterways.  Additionally, fertilizer left on these surfaces will cause 
permanent, rusty stains to appear.  Clean up spills immediately before the fertilizer can 
stain your pavement or wash into 
our lakes.  
7. REMEMBER, you want green lawns, not green lakes! If you use a professional lawn 
care and landscaping service, make sure that your landscaper has completed the Green 
Industries Best Management Practices training, a required training for all professional 
landscapers. Over fertilization not only leads to water quality problems, but it will stress 
your lawn and make it vulnerable to pests and disease.  Proper fertilizing will result in 
healthier lawns that require less mowing, have less thatch build up, require less watering, 
and will have fewer pest and disease problems.  Save money and promote healthy lawns 
and lakes by fertilizing responsibly.   Using excess fertilizer will waste your green ($$) and 
make our lakes green rather than 
your lawn!

The City is asking for your cooperation in helping keep our lakes clean and inviting to all 
wildlife and recreationalists. 

TAKE ACTION.
Listen To Your Lawn, Fertilize Responsibly.

Lake Silver
by Ben Gray and Lisa Lotti

Lake Silver is a natural lake nestled in the 
north end of College Park, adjacent to 
Edgewater High School. The lake has a sur-
face area of 70 acres, but receives drainage 
from a 476-acre area bounded by Maury 
Road, Edgewater Drive, New Hampshire 
Street and Rio Grande Avenue.  Over the 
years, the City implemented several meth-
ods for protecting and improving the water 
quality in Lake Silver.  However, in 2004, 
the Florida Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (FDEP) placed Lake Silver 
on their Verified List of Impaired Waters. 
The impairment designation was made 
after repeated water quality measure-
ments indicated the presence of excessive 
nutrients in the form of nitrogen (N) and 
phosphorus (P).  The data from additional 
lake water samples continued to support 
the conclusion that high levels of nitrogen 
and phosphorus were adversely affect-
ing the water quality in the lake. In 2008, 
FDEP calculated a Total Maximum Daily 
Load (TMDL) for Lake Silver. A TMDL is a 
scientific determination of the maximum 
amount of pollutants (i.e. nutrients) that a 
water body can absorb and still meet the 
water quality standards that protect hu-
man health and aquatic life. The reduction 
goals of Lake Silver’s TMDL are to reduce 
the amounts of nitrogen and phosphorus 
entering the lake. 

In the next few months, the City will install 
instruments to monitor the water quality 
of the stormwater runoff entering  Lake 
Silver through our stormwater system. After 
collecting and compiling the data, the City 
will begin initiatives to reduce the amount 
of nitrogen and phosphorus entering the 
lake.  These initiatives will include educa-
tion campaigns, increased stormwater 
compliance inspections, and changing the 
maintenance schedules on existing storm-
water pollution control devices. Stay tuned 
on the progress in upcoming issues…
 Please visit our website to see what you 
can do to help reduce pollution entering 
stormwater systems and our lakes.  
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“Our City’s technical staff not only works to meet the National 
Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit, but 
continuously strives to exceed that requirement.” 

-Mayor Buddy Dyer
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ORLANDO, FL 32805

North Bumby Project is Underway 
by Howard Elkin

If you do much driving around the City, then you know that the North 
Bumby reconstruction project is underway!  The reconstruction project 
started on April 20th and will take approximately 20 months to complete.  
The project is 1 mile long and includes a complete reconstruction 
of Bumby Ave from Corrine Drive to Colonial Drive.  The project will 
include new drainage, sidewalks, water and sewer lines as well as several 
other improvements.  The project will also include enhancements to 
the bus stops along Bumby Ave and an upgrade to the intersection at 
Virginia Ave, which will consist of pedestrian enhancements and a new 
pedestrian crosswalk.  One the biggest challenges of this project will 
be reconstructing the road while maintaining access to residents. The 
project is being constructed by Gibbs and Register from Ocoee, Florida.  
The cost for this project is $6.8 million.   When complete, the road will 
be smooth, pothole free and will require much less maintenance. 


