
This past fall marked the 37th Florida 
Classic football game.  The Florida Classic 
has a deep history in Orlando.  Each year, 

many Orlando residents as well as out of town 
visitors gather to watch the FAMU Rattlers battle 
the B-CU Wildcats.  Though the football game is 
only one day, many people come for the entire 
weekend.  

Each year, the City assists with making sure 
the weekend goes off without a hitch.  This 
year was no exception. Many departments from 
across the City coordinated efforts to make the 
weekend be the best it could be.  The Streets 
and Stormwater Division teamed up with Solid 
Waste, Wastewater, Orlando Police Department, 
Code Enforcement, Traffic Engineering, and 
Permitting to make sure our streets and streams 
were protected from all waste, cooking oil, and 
debris resulting from the weekend’s activities.  

For this event, and many like it, the Streets 
and Stormwater Division has an especially great 
interest in making sure all cooking oil is handled 

and disposed of properly. The City’s Wastewater 
division shares this interest, and in an effort to keep 
cooking oil and grease out of the sanitary system 
as well as the stormwater system, our Wastewater 
Division provided eight large oil drums for the 
event.  The drums were strategically placed in 
the areas most populated with tailgaters and food 
vendors.   Wastewater, OPD, Code Enforcement, 
and Permitting assisted the Streets and Stormwater 
Division in passing out flyers to tailgaters and 
vendors denoting the locations of these convenient 
oil drums.  Because of these combined efforts, an 
estimated 400 gallons of cooking oil and grease 
were collected at this event!

In the end, the event turned out to be a great one!  
Even though the weekend brought with it some 
rain, everyone still had a good time.  The event 
could not have been as great a success without 
the coordination from the many City departments 
involved as well as the Orlando community and 
the cooperation of the food vendors and tailgaters 
at the Florida Classic.  
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KEEP ORLANDO 
BEAUTIFUL: 
TRASH 2 TRENDS

BY JOHN EVERTSEN

BY JODY BUYAS

Lake Ivanhoe

Keep Orlando Beautiful (KOB) is gearing 
up for our annual fundraiser, Trash 2 Trends.  
This event is guaranteed to be unlike any 
other fundraiser you’ve been to.  It is a night 
of recycled fashion.  Over 30 designers are 
creating runway looks made entirely out of 
recycled and upcycled materials.  You will 
see everything from take-out containers to 
plastic bags to old leather sofas turned into 
beautiful and stunning outfits.  They are true 
works of art.

This year’s Trash 2 Trends will take place 
on Saturday, February 6 from 7 to 10 p.m. at 
Sea World’s Ports of Call.  All proceeds from 
the event will go directly to Keep Orlando 
Beautiful, a 501c3 in Orlando dedicated to 
making Orlando a beautiful, sustainable city.  
Keep Orlando Beautiful uses funds from this 
event to go towards things 
like purchasing supplies 
for volunteer projects, 
holding various outreach 
and education programs, 
and increasing recycling 
throughout the City, 
among many other 
things.  

Join us for a night of 
recycled fashion!  Have 
a magical evening 
and support a great 
cause.  To learn more 
information and 
purchase your tickets, 
visit: cityoforlando.
net/publicworks/keep-
orlando-beautiful/trash-
2-trends.

Lake Ivanhoe is a natural lake that is north 
of downtown Orlando. Currently Lake 
Ivanhoe has Oligotrophic water quality 

with a positive trend.  Prior to 1962, Lake Ivanhoe 
was surrounded by farms and cattle pastures.  
However, the construction and expansion of 
Interstate 4 in 1962 divided the lake.  In the late 
1970’s and early 1980’s the lake suffered from 
Eutrophic water conditions with frequent algae 
blooms. Studies on the lake water quality found 
that the lake was experiencing excessive nutrients 
from the stormwater system from Interstate 4.  In 
1987 a Sweetwater aeration system was installed 
by the City of Orlando and has operated ever 
since. 

In 1986, the City-owned shorelines of 
Lake Ivanhoe were part of a City sponsored 
re-vegetation program. Over 220 Cypress 
trees, Pickerelweed, Arrowhead, Thalia, and 
Maidencane were planted along the lake’s 
shoreline by City staff. The plantings were done 
in an effort to help with nutrient uptake and to 
improve water quality over time. In 1997 severe 
erosion plagued shorelines along the lake banks, 
and another shoreline mitigation effort was 
undertaken. This time ten’s of thousands of native 
aquatic plants were added to the shoreline to help 

buffer the boat wakes. Along with the mitigation 
of the shorelines, the City created and marked no 
wake zones on the lake. This effort proved to be 
very effective. 

Lake Ivanhoe had been historically known as a 
water skier lake. At one time a water ski jump was 
a permanent fixture on the east lobe of the lake. 
Many water ski tournaments and ski schools have 
operated on Lake Ivanhoe over the years. The ski 
jump was removed in the late 1990’s and wake 
boarding has replaced the water skiers. 

Lake Ivanhoe is also known for sustaining a 
good sport fish population with excellent bank 
and boat access for anglers. For this reason, in 
1991 Lake Ivanhoe was selected to be added to 
the State of Florida’s Urban Fish Program. Today 
that program has morphed into “The Fab Five” 
Fish Management area.  This program allows for 
extra management by the state to help preserve 
the fisheries and promote the outdoor experience 
for the public.  Fishing in Lake Ivanhoe is made 
easy by the public boat ramp located on Ivanhoe 
Boulevard.  Because Lake Ivanhoe is one of 
only seven lakes in Orlando that has public boat 
access, you should launch your boat into the lake 
and check it out!



GOOD BETTER BEST

Bag It,  
Don’t Blow It!
Rake leaves and yard 
debris and place 
in a trash bag for 
solid waste’s trash 
collection.

Find out your 
pick-up schedule 
by visiting: 
cityoforlando.net/
solidwaste

Mulch It,  
Don’t Blow It!
Leaves and yard 
debris make excellent 
natural mulch.  
Because leaves and 
yard debris contain 
high quantities of 
nutrients, they act as a 
natural fertilizer.

Compost It,  
Don’t Blow It!
Receive a FREE composter 
from the City of Orlando! 
Leaves and yard debris, 
along with many other 
items from your household, 
can be composted. Turn 
your waste into rich, useful 
compost. Receive your free 
composter by visiting: 
cityoforlando.net/ 
solidwaste/composter

Orlando is a City well known for 
its beautiful and growing tree 
canopy.  However, where there are 

trees, there are leaves. We are entering the 
beginning of Florida’s “winter.”  While 
we won’t see much snow falling to the 
ground, we will begin to see lots of leaves 
falling from our trees.  While trees have 
countless benefits for our community, 
their leaves can become a true nuisance 
between the months of January and March.  

Leaves and yard debris that are diverted to 
our City streets and sidewalks will eventually 
end up in our lakes via the stormwater 
system.  Leaves can have detrimental 
impacts on the water quality of our City 
lakes.  Tree leaves and yard debris contain 
high quantities of nitrogen and phosphorus, 

which can become water pollutants.  Lakes 
too high in these nutrients are prone to algal 
blooms, have decreased dissolved oxygen 
contents, and can cause harm to plants, 
fish, and other wildlife in and around the 
lake.  Additionally, leaves can cause clogged 
storm drains, resulting in road flooding.   

It is important to keep tree leaves and 
other yard debris out of roads, driveways, 
sidewalks, and storm drains.  Anything left on 
a paved or impervious surface will eventually 
be carried through the stormwater system by 
rain water and end up in a nearby lake or 
water body.  Don’t be a source of pollution 
to our lakes and waterways.  Follow the best 
practices below to find out what you can do.  
Remember, it is ILLEGAL to blow leaves and 
yard debris into the streets and sidewalks!

Get your FREE composter today!



 

Main Line: 407.246.2238
Main Fax: 407.246.2241 

LEAD STAFF
Lisa Henry, Division Manager
407.246.3646
Howard Elkin,  
Streets Assistant Division Manager
407.246.2289
Ben Gray, 
Stormwater Assistant Division Manager

407.246.2754 

KEEP ORLANDO BEAUTIFUL
Jody Buyas,  
Keep Orlando Beautiful Coordinator
407.246.2752 

EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE & REPAIR
Rick Davis,  
Maintenance Program Manager
407.246.4968 

LAKE MANAGEMENT
John Evertsen,  
Surface Water Management, 
Program Manager
407.246.2083 

RIGHT OF WAY MANAGEMENT
Terry Fluharty, Streets ROW Supervisor
407.246.2494 

STORMWATER UTILITY FEES
Assad Kudera, Billing/Data Management
407.246.2230 

LAKE HEALTH AND ENFORCEMENT
Lisa Lotti,  
Stormwater Compliance Program Manager
407.246.2037 

STORMWATER EDUCATION & VOLUNTEERS 
Lisa Rain, Public Awareness Specialist
407.246.2257 

SIDEWALK, POTHOLE &  
BRICK STREET REPAIR
Charles Smith,  
Streets Construction Program Manager
407.246.2239

STORMWATER HOTLINE:
407.246.2370 

REPORT A PROBLEM ONLINE 
POTHOLES:  
cityoforlando.net/Public_Works/S&D/
Potholes
GRAFFITI:  
cityoforlando.net/Public_Works/Graffiti

1010 WOODS AVENUE | ORLANDO, FL 32805

@citybeautiful

/cityoforlando

/cityoforlando

cityoforlando.net

What’s this “El Nino” 
thing, anyway?
You probably have been hearing a lot about 

El Nino, especially when you hear your 
friends complaining about it being the 

reason for 90 degree days in December.  According 
to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, “El Nino refers to the irregular 
warming in the sea surface temperatures…This 
causes a disruption of the ocean-atmosphere 
system in the tropical Pacific having important 
consequences for weather around the globe.”  
El Nino is not entirely predictable, but it occurs 
about once every four years.  Though this 
phenomenon occurs cyclically, according to 
NOAA, the El Nino we are experiencing now is 

one of the strongest on record.  NOAA predicts 
for us to expect a wetter than average winter here 
in Florida, with cooler temperatures and strong 
storms. In the past, strong storms resulting from 
an El Nino have brought devastating tornadoes to 
Florida.  Because El Nino will be bringing more 
rain than usual, it is more important than ever 
to protect our stormwater system and our lakes.   
Remember: Only Rain Down the Drain!

Learn more about El Nino: 
elnino.noaa.gov/index.html   
Learn more about how to prepare for tornados: 
cityoforlando.net/emergency.

Many items around the house are considered hazardous wastes and require special handling 
and disposal.  Hazardous wastes that are left out for regular trash collection can result in 
fires, hazardous conditions for humans and animals, and pollution to the environment.  

Hazardous wastes left outside or illegally dumped will lead to pollution of our lakes, waterways, and 
groundwater.  Dispose of hazardous wastes free of charge at one of the following drop-off locations:

Orange County Landfill 
(accepts LP Gas Bottles)

L.B. McLeod Road Transfer Station 
(accepts LP Gas bottles)

5901 Young Pine Road
Orlando, FL

407.836.6600

5000 L.B. McLeod Road
Orlando, FL

407.245.0931

Hours of Operation
7 Days a week | 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Hours of Operation
Wed & Sat | 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 

 

“Our City’s technical staff not only works to meet the National 
Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit, but 
continuously strives to exceed that requirement.” 

-Mayor Buddy Dyer

For more information visit cityoforlando.net/emergency/disaster-preparedness


