
 

GUS
MEET

Streets and Stormwater has a 
new mascot!  Meet Augustus 
St. Augustine, or Gus for 

short.  You may have noticed him 
on billboards around Orlando, on 
the City’s website and social media 
pages, or you may even have seen 
him in a YouTube video.  Gus is a 
piece of St. Augustine grass and 
he has an important message.  He 
speaks for all lawns, and he is trying 
to tell you to fertilize responsibly.  
Improper fertilization can harm your 
lawn and waste your money, but 

did you know that it can also harm 
nearby lakes and waterways?

Excess fertilizer enters lakes 
and streams via stormwater runoff.  
Fertilizer contains nutrients like 
nitrogen and phosphorus.  In excess 
amounts, these nutrients can lead to 
algae blooms in our lakes.  Your lawn 
care practices have a direct impact 
on Florida’s waterways.  Listen 
to your lawn, know what it needs 
before you fertilize!  To learn more 
about proper fertilization practices, 
visit cityoforlando.net/stormwater.

Clocking In:
LAKE OLIVE TO LAKE 
LAWSONA DRAINAGE 
IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECT
If you happen to be around the Thornton 
Park area, you may notice some 
construction and roadwork around 
Lake Olive and Lake Lawsona.  This is 
part of a drainage improvement project 
intended to alleviate flooding in the 
area and reconstruct roadways.  The 
improvements will take place along 
Hyer Avenue from Lake Olive to East 
Pine Street. improvements will be made 
to storm sewers and control structures.  
Additionally, Hyer Avenue will be 
repaved; the intersection of Hyer and 
Pine will undergo brick reconstruction.  
The project is expected to be complete 
by October, 2016.

St. Augustine
AKA, Your Lawn
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New Hires
Richard Lee

 Stormwater Assistant 
 Division Manager

David Howe 
 Environmental Specialist I

William Strickland 
 Mechanic III - Automotive
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Tommy Lee Alston  
 Promoted to 
 Utility Service Worker II 

Retirements
Ben Gray 
 29+  years of service



#SpringIntoSustainability
This spring, we are calling 
on everyone in Orlando 
to take action to be more 
sustainable!  A simple and 
effective way you can be 
sustainable each day is 
to recycle.  Be sure that 
you are only recycling 
acceptable items. • Steel, Tin & Aluminum Cans

• Paper Cardboard, Dairy & Juice Containers 
• • Plastic Bottles & Containers • 

• Bags, Newspapers • Junk Mail & Magazines 
•

•Food Waste • Plastic Bags • 
• Polystyrene Foam Cups & Containers

BY JOHN EVERTSEN

Clear Lake
Clear lake is a natural lake located west of 

Downtown Orlando. Clear Lake derived 
its name years ago from its extremely 

clear water.  In the early 1970’s the lake, like 
many other lakes in Florida, fell victim to large 
colonies of the invasive aquatic plant hydrilla 
(Hydrilla verticillata ). In 1980, after several years 
of unsuccessful herbicide treatments, 8950 grass 
carp were stocked in the lake (25 fish per acre) 
in an effort to rid the lake of hydrilla. With carp 
being a new tool in the fight against hydrilla, the 
lake was unintentionally overstocked, resulting in 
a rapid denudation of all aquatic vegetation. 

This unintentional result led to severe water 
quality issues that persisted until 1992.  After 
numerous meetings with residents, it was decided 

that the State of Florida along with the City of 
Orlando would partner in a lake restoration 
program. The plan was two-phased: the first 
phase was to remove the grass carp and the second 
phase was to replant the lake with native plants.  
The grass carp were removed from the lake in 
November of 1992, and the replanting effort was 
completed in the spring of 1993. The partnered 
groups planted thousands of native aquatic 
plants in the lake, including bulrush (Scirpus 
species), maidencane (Panicum hemitomon), 
eel grass (Vallisneria americana), and inch grass 
(Eleocharis species).

The efforts taken by the City and the State 
have restored the water quality of the lake and 
have allowed the fisheries in the lake to thrive.  

Currently, the submersed aquatic plant population 
of the lake is dominated by eel grass (Vallisneria 
Americana), pondweed (Potamogeton illinoensis) 
and hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata). Clear lake is 
a member of the Fab Five, a group of lakes on 
the State of Florida’s Fish Management Program 
promoting fishing opportunities through access 
and management. Three fishing piers are in place 
on the lake: two on the north end at Barker Park 
and one on the south end in Clear Lake Park. 
The lake has an excellent native fish population 
as well as hybrid stripper population that is 
stocked and managed by the State as part of the 
Fish Management Program. Clear Lake has again 
become a very popular recreational lake with 
residents and visitors alike.

DO DON’T



Keep Orlando Beautiful, or 
KOB, hosted the 3rd annual 
Trash 2 Trends fashion show 

on February 6th, 2016.  The event, held 
at Seaworld’s Ports of Call, was a raging 
success!  With slightly over 400 people in 
attendance, the night was a blast.

Trash 2 Trends, or T2T, is not your 
typical fashion show.  It’s better.  T2T is 
KOB’s annual fundraiser, meaning that 
all proceeds from the show go entirely 
to KOB and are used to literally keep 
Orlando beautiful.  Funds earned from 
T2T will be used to provide public 
space recycling throughout Orlando, 

hold various volunteer and community 
events, and much, much more.   
The fact that it is a fundraiser is not the 
only thing that sets T2T apart from other 
fashion shows.  T2T is a recycled fashion 
show.  Meaning, all 33 styles that went 
down the runway were made entirely 
out of recycled and upcycled materials.   
Materials we saw go down the runway 
included old maps, a storm drain pipe, 
an old leather couch, card board boxes, 
loofas, and bubble wrap, just to name a 
few!  While all of the styles were simply 
incredible, 5 winners were chosen for 5 
different categories.

Keep Orlando 
Beautiful 
3rd Annual

An evening of recycled fashion

From Left to Right:  Best use of Materials:  Model Laura Greer and Designer 
Gail Warner.  Most Wearable:  Designer Nancy Alonso and Model Ivana Fiorella.  
Top Design:  Designer Christina Woodman and Model Brittany Heidemann.  
Coordinator Jody Buyas.  Avant Garde:  Designer Brittany Mikell and Model James 
Gray.  Audience Choice:  Designer Helaine Schneider and Model Angela Rollo.

WINNER FOR TOP DESIGN:
DREAM IN BLACK AND WHITE
Designer: Christina Woodman 
Model: Brittany Heidermann 
Materials: Used bicycle inner 
tubes, pleated paper (leftover 
from commercial fabric pleating), 
worn-down bicycle chain, used 
plastic shopping bags.

WINNER FOR 
AUDIENCE CHOICE:
TRANSFORMATION 
Designer: Helaine 
Schneider 
Model: Angela Rollo 
Materials: polyethylene 
plastic, scraps from 
banners from a sign 
making companies’ 
dumpster

WINNER FOR 
AVANTE GARDE:
METAL GURU 
Designer: Bethany Mikell 
Model: James Gray 
Materials: plastic bags, 
cardboard and shoe 
boxes, plastic bottles, 
fabric scraps (lining), 
quilt batting scraps 
(from old comforter), 
thread

WINNER FOR 
MOST WEARABLE: 
THE WAVE 
Designer: Nancy Alonso 
Model: Ivana Fiorella 
Materials: Mostly 
recyclables form the 
hospital including 
packing materials,  
medicine caps, plastic 
bottles, newspapers, 
other plastics and  
cardboard 

WINNER FOR BEST USE 
OF MATERIALS: 
BLING RING 
Designer: Gail K. Warner 
Model: Laura Greer 
Materials: Materials Used  
vintage place mats , 
over 550 plastic 6-pack 
rings,  small plastic wine 
bottles, CDs, 189 foils 
from bottles of wine, 
feathers leftover from 
a fascinator,  garden 
fencing 



 

Main Line: 407.246.2238
Main Fax: 407.246.2241 

LEAD STAFF
Lisa Henry, Division Manager
407.246.3646
Howard Elkin,  
Streets Assistant Division Manager
407.246.2289
Ben Gray, 
Stormwater Assistant Division Manager

407.246.2754 

KEEP ORLANDO BEAUTIFUL
Jody Buyas,  
Keep Orlando Beautiful Coordinator
407.246.2752 

EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE & REPAIR
Rick Davis,  
Maintenance Program Manager
407.246.4968 

LAKE MANAGEMENT
John Evertsen,  
Surface Water Management, 
Program Manager
407.246.2083 

RIGHT OF WAY MANAGEMENT
Terry Fluharty, Streets ROW Supervisor
407.246.2494 

STORMWATER UTILITY FEES
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Lisa Lotti,  
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407.246.2037 
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Lisa Rain, Public Awareness Specialist
407.246.2257 
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STORMWATER HOTLINE:
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REPORT A PROBLEM ONLINE 
POTHOLES:  
cityoforlando.net/Public_Works/S&D/
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cityoforlando.net/Public_Works/Graffiti
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Leaf “Fall” season in Central Florida occurs between January and April, 
and during the season, we received numerous requests for sweeping 
up leaves off streets. 

We have regular schedules for sweeping all streets in the City, which on average, is about 
one time every two weeks.  The schedules are dependent on the number of sweepers and 
operators available.  The schedules are adequate during the months between April and 
January, but are difficult to maintain in leaf fall season.  There are several reasons for the 
schedule changes.
 1. Street sweeper operators have to move slower when there are many leaves on a  
 street, and they have to stop more frequently to empty the sweeper hopper.
 2. Slower speeds and frequent stops mean operators sweep fewer streets during   
 their work shift.
 3. Fewer streets swept per shift results in longer periods between sweepings.

We adjust the schedules to focus on those streets that accumulate large amounts of leaves.  
This means that streets with few leaves may be swept less frequently during the season.  
Other conditions affect the effectiveness of street sweeping.  
 1. Individual trees release their leaves at different rates.  Some trees drop all of   
 their leaves within a week, while others may take some weeks to shed their leaves.   
 Streets with trees that drop their leaves over a long period require more visits by   
 sweepers.
 2. The leaf fall season may be short on some streets because all of the trees drop   
 their leaves together within a short period.  One or two sweeps during the season  
 takes care of most of the leaves, and the time between sweeps grows longer.
 3. In many neighborhoods, residents have to park in the street.  Sweeper operators  
 avoid coming too close to parked cars, which results in a bell curve of leaves left   
 behind, under, and ahead of the car.  When the residents use their cars, then the   
 leaves become visible and appear unsightly.

Another challenge we face during leaf fall season are residents who rake or blow leaves off 
their property into the street and gutters.  If we sweep a street one day and residents put 
leaves into the street the next day, then it appears that we have not swept the street at all.  
It is a violation of City Code to put any debris, including leaves, onto a street or into a storm 
drain.  During leaf fall season, we are not able to respond quickly to residents who request 
a sweeper to pick up the leaves they have put into the street.
 
You can help make our street sweeping operations more effective by 
 1. Bagging your leaves and putting them at the curb – Not in the street!
 2. Moving your car out of the street the week when a sweeper is scheduled to visit.
 Hint – We avoid streets on the days of garbage and trash pick-up.
 3. Encourage you neighbors to bag leaves after raking and sweeping their   
 sidewalks and driveways.  Blow or sweep grass clippings onto the lawn and return  
 the nutrients in clippings back to the soil.

Street Sweeping in the 
City: What to Know
BY BEN GRAY

 

 

“Our City’s technical staff not only works to meet the National 
Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit, but 
continuously strives to exceed that requirement.” 

-Mayor Buddy Dyer


