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Study Purpose and Need 
Since 1990 when Bicycling Magazine ranked 
Orlando as one of the worst cities in the nation for 
bicycling, the City of Orlando has made tremendous 
strides in providing safe facilities for bicyclists, 
building an interconnected network of facilities, and 
encouraging bicycle use for commuting and 
recreation. The first push for improvement resulted 
in the City being designated as a Bronze-level 
Bicycle Friendly Community (BFC) by the League of 
American Bicyclists in October 2004. However, the 
work to provide a balanced transportation system is 
not complete.  The City has twice been renewed as 
a Bronze-level BFC, but seeks to achieve a higher 
designation level.  The Orlando Primary Bicycle 
Routes Study will help to achieve that goal by 
setting the course for closing key gaps within the 
City’s bicycle facility network, prioritizing future 
projects, and making sound investments to improve 
Orlando’s bicycle infrastructure.  

The City’s proposed trail network compliments the 
state and regional efforts to “close the gaps” that 
currently exist in our trail networks, and provides 
additional opportunities for trips to be made on an 
expanded and interconnected trail network for both 
transportation and recreational purposes.  The 
purpose of this study is to complete a 
comprehensive review of the City’s proposed trail 
network and evaluate the feasibility of the network 
and primary bicycle routes. Key aspects of this 
feasibility study are to: 

 confirm the proposed trail and route 
alignments as the most appropriate and 
beneficial for bicyclists and the community 

 evaluate issues and opportunities 

 determine available and needed right-of-
way 

 coordinate with City staff in various 
departments as well as staff from adjoining 
municipalities on proposed trails and routes 

 develop cost estimates 

 prioritize trail projects for implementation 
by the City or other agencies 

Primary Bicycle Routes 
For the purposes of this study, a “primary bicycle 
route” is defined as a route that supports family-
friendly travel by bicycle; that is routes that are 
usable, safe and welcoming for bicyclists of all ages 
and abilities, from elementary school-aged children 
to seniors.  Primary bicycle routes support bicycle 
travel for both recreational and transportation 
purposes.   

Due to the physical separation from traffic, off-
street trails are typically more family-friendly than 
on-street bicycle facilities, and therefore the focus 
of this study is primarily on trails.  However, the 
study also incorporates on-street signed routes on 
low speed, low volume neighborhood streets; these 
low stress, quiet streets can provide easy and safe 
ways to make connections by bicycle.  On-street 
facilities in more intimidating environments, such as 
conventional bike lanes or signed bicycle routes on 
more significant roadways (collectors and arterials), 
are generally not considered to be primary bicycle 
routes in this study. 

While this study is not intended to serve as a City-
wide bicycle master plan, it does provide the 
foundation to begin implementation of a network 
of interconnected family-friendly routes for bicycle 
travel that will serve as the spine of the City’s 

bicycle network.  The corridors included in this 
study are primarily the trail corridors and 
connectors that had been identified on the City-
Wide Trail Plan map based on planning work that 
had occurred over a number of years.  This study 
advances those corridors to the next step in the 
implementation process by assessing their 
feasibility.     

 

 

 

Primary bicycle routes may be trails (top photo) or neighborhood 
street routes (bottom photo), but must be family-friendly. 




