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Recommendations 
The Orlando Primary Bicycle Routes Study provides 
a guide for funding and implementing a coordinated 
network of trails and primary bicycle routes. 
Ongoing stakeholder coordination is critical to the 
successful implementation and management of the 
growing Orlando area network of trails and family-
friendly bicycle routes.  The City of Orlando should 
continue efforts to work with partnering agencies 
and citizens of Orlando to refine alignments and 
address changing needs, opportunities and 
constraints.   

Trail and corridor-specific implementation steps are 
included in each corridor concept summary in 
Section 5.  Recommended general trail plan 
implementation steps include the following: 

1. Develop a City methodology to track projects 
that may provide opportunities to include 
design and/or construction of trail segments 
and trailheads.  Examples include: 

 City/County/State stormwater projects 

 City/County/State roadway projects (road 
widening or road diets), particularly those 
involving bridges or structures which should 
be designed to accommodate a trail where 
possible 

 Transit Projects (LYNX, SunRail) 

 Sidewalk or trail projects 

 Park improvements (for trailheads and 
corridor alignments) 

 Water management district projects or 
initiatives 

 Utility company projects 

 Private/public development or 
redevelopment, which can include trail 

development or incorporation as a 
condition of development approval 

2. Seek out opportunities for partnerships with 
other agencies.  Funding for trails is competitive 
and most grant applications include additional 
points for regional partnerships. Working with 
stakeholders and partner agencies will also 
ensure that all user needs are addressed and 
that issues such as maintenance, emergency 
access and trail safety are coordinated.  Key 
partnering consideration include: 

 Partnering with transit agencies increases 
transportation options and expands transit 
access.   

 Working with school board agencies and 
crossing guards increases the usefulness of 
the trail corridors near schools and 
increases the opportunities for and safety 
of students and faculty who walk or ride 
bicycles to and from school.   

 Utility companies and the Central Florida 
Expressway Authority are critical partners in 
completing the City’s primary trail network.  
The City should work with these agencies to 
understand or develop policies to 
incorporate trails. Trail segments will need 
to be reviewed and adjusted on a case-by-
case basis to meet the needs of the 
agencies that own and manage these 
shared corridors.  Look for opportunities to 
coordinate with these agencies that will 
improve the trail environment and user 
experience, such as undergrounding of 
utilities in conjunction with trail 
development, particularly if utility poles 
would otherwise require relocation. 

 Continue to communicate and plan trail 
connectivity with FDOT, Florida Office of 
Greenways and Trails, Orange County, 
Osceola County, and the adjacent cities, 
particularly for corridors that include 
multiple jurisdictions. 

 Partnerships are often possible with local 
businesses.  There are several successful 
examples in the Orlando metro area that 
could be considered trail-oriented 
development, where the location of the 
trail directly benefits the adjacent 
businesses as well as the trail user. 

 Other partnership opportunities related to 
trails and bicycle routes may include 
advocacy groups, law enforcement, health 
departments and organizations, 
neighborhood associations, and community 
organizations.  Neighborhood or 
homeowner associations in particular can 
have a role in maintaining landscaping for a 
trail, which is beneficial for the trail and can 
serve as a source of neighborhood pride. 

3. Initiate early coordination efforts for the 
planning and development of trail segments 
that are proposed to cross or be placed 
adjacent to rail corridors.   Coordination with 
entities such as FDOT and CSX will be needed to 
ensure project feasibility. 

4. Policies should be reviewed and updated to 
reflect goals and objectives of this plan, and 
other development codes should be reviewed 
to ensure compatibility and consistency.  
Ideally, City, County and School Board policies 
should work in harmony so that the 
construction, management and maintenance of 
trails are regionally consistent.  Specifically, the 

City should review and coordinate the following 
codes/policies: 

 Bicycle use on sidewalks (currently 
prohibited City-wide, even for minors) 

 Widening of sidewalks on local streets to 
accommodate a 10-foot wide trail versus 
signing and marking those streets as signed 
routes 

 Use and implementation of shared lane 
markings (“sharrows”) 

 Open hours and potential alternate routing 
for nighttime use 

 School property access and improved 
connections (coordinate with Orange 
County Public Schools) 

 Wayfinding from trails/routes to school 
entrances and other destinations located 
within close proximity to the trail  

 Transit access 

 Developer requirements 

 Maintenance responsibilities for each parcel 
that a trail passes through 

 Maintenance frequency of trail and 
connecting bicycle lanes and sidewalks and 
associated costs 

 Funding source for ongoing long-term 
maintenance of trails and trail amenities 
such as benches, drinking fountains, paving, 
trash receptacles, signs, irrigation, and 
utilities, an important consideration  as the 
City’s trail network continues to expand 

 Security, as a component of the 
management plan for all trails 

5. Concept development and trail design should 
be context-sensitive to reflect the unique 
environment adjacent to the trail corridor.  
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Even low retaining walls provide an opportunity 
for public art along trails, as incorporated along 

the Dinky Line section of the OUT. 

Trails should be designed to increase the “City 
Beautiful” image.  Considerations include:  

 Trail Width:  Primary multi-use trails should 
be 12 feet wide and possibly wider, 
depending on the anticipated use of the 
trail segment.  Neighborhood trail segments 
should typically be constructed at a reduced 
scale (minimum recommended trail width is 
10 feet) to serve actual trail user needs and 
to better fit the surrounding character of 
the neighborhood.   Sharrows are a 
preferred treatment on neighborhood and 
collector streets that comprise a signed 
bicycle route, and may also be used to 
provide connectivity to trails.  While they 
may also be used to facilitate a near-term 
signed route completed in advance of the 
ultimate construction of a preferred trail 
corridor, they should not be considered a 
permanent substitute for the preferred trail 
route corridor. 

 “Complete Streets” Elements: where a trail 
crosses a roadway or is placed adjacent to a 
roadway, features such as medians and 
channelizing islands, high visibility 
crosswalks, and placement of a tree-lined 
landscape buffer between a trail and 
adjacent parallel roadway help to enhance 
the environment and improve safety for 
trail users. 

 Landscaping: particularly when existing 
sidewalks are widened and may consume 
the width of an existing landscape buffer, 
coordinate with City Parks to evaluate 
existing trees and landscaping and 
determine a long-term plan to restore the 
urban tree canopy. 

 Coordinate primary trails planning with 
companion efforts such as Bike Share, Bike 
Stations, and signal timing (such as the 
potential to establish a “green wave” or 
trail platoon phase along an urban trail 
corridor such as the OUT through 
downtown Orlando) to ensure a fully 
connected and well-thought out system for 
pedestrians, bicyclists and transit users.   

 Signage:  signs and markings should be 
minimized and consolidated to reduce 
visual clutter.  Provide markings or signage 
to provide information on distance, location 
and directional signage for trailheads, parks 
or other trail destinations.  Consider 
providing directional signage to 
destinations along or just off the trail.  
Create a GIS-based emergency marker 
system for emergency personnel and city 
staff use, such as those currently used on 
Orange County trails like the Cady Way 
Trail. 

 Opportunities for Art:  Trails should be 
designed as a destination themselves.  
Signage, trail furniture and trail focal points 
provide an opportunity to incorporate art.  
Consider holding art competitions for trail 
“gateways”.   

 Trail Furniture:  Seating and trash 
receptacles should be provided as needed 
to provide a resting area for trail users and 
minimize litter.  Seating should be set back 
from the trail to allow the trail user to 
mount or dismount a bike without impeding 
trail traffic.  Within urban settings, the 
streetscape/hardscape should be 
coordinated in terms of placement and 
arrangement of street furniture, light poles, 
signs, and utilities to facilitate the 

movement of trail users; some wide 
sidewalks with lower demand volumes can 
be designated as trails if they include a 
minimum clear width of at least 8 feet, and 
preferably 10 feet. 

 Lighting:  Consider lighting urban sections of 
the trail.  Provide lighting along trails used 
by students who travel prior to daylight 
(typically elementary and high schools) or 
by people traveling to transit destinations 
or work.  Trailheads, tunnels, and tunnel-
like areas (areas with significant tree 
canopy walls which block ambient light) 
should also be lighted. 

 Materials: consider the use of semi-
permeable material in areas with potential 
stormwater impacts to reduce run-off. 

 Crime Prevention through Environmental 
Design (CPTED): Design trails to allow trail 
users visibility of their surroundings.  Tree 
canopy is a desirable element for all trails 
but dense understory vegetation should 
allow filtered views from the trail.   Tunnels 

and bridges should be designed to allow 
vertical and horizontal sight distance from 
one end to the other.  

 Emergency Access:  Trails should be 
designed to allow access for emergency 
vehicles and maintenance vehicles.   

 Continue to review plans to eliminate utility 
encroachments and street furniture from 
the trail and trail clear zone. 

 Create and enforce policies to ensure that 
trails, sidewalks and bike lanes are 
maintained and clear of obstructions.  
Provide alternate routes during 
construction activities that block the 
facilities.   

6. Work to incorporate programming and 
management of the built trail system, which is 
important to the trail user.  Successful trails 
lead to a demand for more trails and trail 
funding.   

 Establish guidelines for trails programming 
to include group use by outside agencies 
and organizations (benefit walks and runs, 
walking clubs, in-line skaters, runners, 
bicycle clubs, walking school bus, seniors, 
etc.). 

 Review possibilities to incorporate 
educational opportunities, art and healthy 
living concepts. 

 Identify and understand trail user needs.  
Certain trail segments may require an 
alternate route for nighttime use to provide 
a lighted route.  Use by college students 
may require additional lighting and 
surveillance.  Use by seniors may require 
more frequent bench locations and 
restrooms.  Bicycle and pedestrian crash 
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data should be reviewed frequently to 
address potential safety issues.  

 Recognize and identify funding for trail 
maintenance activities, recognizing that as 
the number of trails increase, the costs of 
maintenance also increase.  Funding 
opportunities may include sponsorships 
from adjacent businesses or local service 
groups. 

7. Continue to promote the trails program to all 
user groups.  Promotion ideas include: 

 Social media, websites, photo competitions, 
and news media. 

 Working with private businesses or groups 
such as bike shops, restaurants, hotels, 
bicycle clubs, running and walking clubs, 
etc. 

 Working with public agencies such as 
schools, LYNX, Visit Florida, FDOT, and 
SunRail. 

 Include Orlando trail images on City 
websites, LYNX buses, and promotional 
materials that promote area tourism and 
economic development.   

8. Aggressively pursue various funding 
opportunities to advance implementation of 
the City-wide trail and primary bicycle route 
network. Opportunities include: 

 Use of the concept summaries for future 
grant applications. 

 Incorporate priority trail improvements into 
the City’s Capital Improvement Program 
and amend the City’s Comprehensive Plan 
with updated corridor alignments and 
recommended policies. 

 Continue to pursue MetroPlan Orlando 
funding, but research and apply for a wide 
variety of other grants and funding sources. 

 Advance key corridors with significant 
issues and implementation challenges for 
more detailed stand-alone feasibility 
studies.  Corrine Drive is one example of an 
important corridor within the City for 
bicycle and pedestrian travel and 
connectivity, which has the potential for 
change and represents an opportunity to 
improve conditions for bicyclists and 
pedestrians.  However, due to a number of 
complex issues and required multi-agency 
coordination, it is a corridor that needs a 
more detailed corridor feasibility study.  A 
detailed corridor study would include 
identification of issues, constraints, and 
opportunities; review potential 
configuration options and typical sections; 
coordinate and build consensus among 
multiple agencies and numerous 
stakeholders; identify a preferred 
alternative; and propose implementation 
steps, a timeline, and a financing plan to 
move the potential corridor improvements 
forward.   

 

 

 

 




